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Tamaqua Wireless Association 

Splatter Bulletin 
Amateur Radio Club since 1967 Vol. I #11 2016 

 

Officers 
President:  Gary Fleischut   KA3FUL (ka3ful@yahoo.com)  

Vice President:  Jim Shellhamer   KC3DXS (kc3dxs@ptd.net) 

Secretary/Treasurer:  Frank Bobick N3OGG (fjbcab@ptd.net) 
 

Splatter Editor: Tom Lesisko K3TE (tlesisko@ptd.net) 

Web Master: Ed Neville (ed@sepenn.com) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VE Test Sessions 2016 

 April 2
nd

 

 June 4
th
 

 August 6
th
 

 November 5
th
 

     9am Tamaqua Borough Hall  
This concludes the 2016 VE test sessions.  

Stay tuned to January’s newsletter for next 

year’s testing dates.  Thank you to all that 

volunteered their time in making this a  

successful year.    

  

 
 

TWA Repeaters 

146.490 / 147.490 (PL 123.0) 

147.270 / 147.870 (PL 131.8) 
147.270 is our Fusion repeater 

Simplex: 146.550 
 

 

W3CMA Home Page: 

www.w3cma.org 

 
 

 

Tamaqua, PA 

 Need Emergency Service in 

Schuylkill County, dial 911 

 Need Amateur Radio Service, 

contact one of the officers 

above 

mailto:ka3ful@yahoo.com
mailto:kc3dxs@ptd.net
mailto:fjbcab@ptd.net
mailto:tlesisko@ptd.net
mailto:ed@sepenn.com
http://www.w3cma.org/
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Calendar of Events:  

 December 2
nd

 to 4
th

 ARRL 160M Contest  

 December 10
th

 to 11
th

 ARRL 10M Contest  

 December 8
th

 club announcements 7:30PM on 147.270 

 December 10
th

 Club Christmas Party 3:00PM Chantilly’s followed by our meeting and year-

end report 

 December 24
th

 Christmas Eve 

 December 25 Christmas Day 

 December 30
th

 New Year’s Eve 

 January 1
st
 2017 New Year’s Day 

 January 7
th

 & 8
th

 ARRL RTTY Roundup 

 January 19
th

 club announcements @7:30 on 147.270 

 January 20
th

 Club Meeting 7:30 American Legion 

 January 21
st
 to 23

rd
 ARRLVHF Contest  

 January 28
th

 & 29
th

 Winter Field Day Contest 

 February 17
th

 Club Meeting 7:30 American Legion 

 February 18
th

 & 19
th

 ARRL International DX-CW 

 March 4
th

 & 5
th

 ARRL International DX-Phone 

Contest 

 March 17
th

 Club Meeting 7:30 American Legion 

 March 25
th

 – St. Patty’s Day Parade, Girardville 

 April 21
st
 Club Meeting 7:30 American Legion 

 May 19
th

 Club Meeting 7:30 Grove 

 May 19
th

 to 21
st
 Dayton Hamvention 

 June 10
th

 to 12
th

 ARRL VHF Contest 

 June 16
th

 Club Meeting 7:30 Grove 

 June 24
th

 & 25
th

 ARRL Field Day Contest 

 July 17
th

 Club Meeting 7:30 Grove 

 August 5
th

 & 6
th

 ARRL 222MHz and up Contest 

 August 18
th

 Club Meeting 7:30 Grove 

 August 20
th

 ARRL Rookie Roundup –RTTY 

 September 9
th

 to 11
th

 ARRL September VHF Contest  

 September 15
th

 Club Meeting 7:30 Grove 

 October 20
th

 Club Meeting 7:30 American Legion 

 October 24
th

 Tentative Halloween Parade  

 November 17
th

 Club Meeting 7:30 American Legion 

 December 1
st
 to 3

rd
 ARRL 160M Contest  

 December 9
th

 to 10
th

 ARRL 10M Contest  

 December 17
th

 ARRL Rookie Roundup- CW Contest 
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Here is what’s going on with the TWA this month.  

 I met with Dave Argall’s staff on 11/16 to 

see if they could help us once more.   

 Our W3CMA club call sign expires on 

1/6/2017! 

 The meeting on 11/18 was attended by 

KA3FUL, N3OGG, KC3DXS, KB3AYY, 

KB3CFV, WA3WIJ, WY3K, and K3TE 

 Congratulations to Gary KA3FUL, Jim 

KC3DXS, and Frank N3OGG on 

accepting the office of President, Vice 

President and Secretary/Treasurer.  

 KC3DXS was appointed Trustee to 

W3CMA. DXS will contact NI3H to transfer control of W3CMA into DXS’s name 

 The club Christmas Party was discussed.  Please reply to Frank’s email if you are planning on 

attending.    

 Winter Field Day was discussed.  Bands being offered, food, etc.  Visit 

http://www.winterfieldday.com/ for rules and requirements.  

 KB3CFV said his wife will be making the door prize for our Christmas Party 

 WY3K will look into club T-Shirts.  

 KC3DXS attended the PEMA conference in Hamburg on Saturday 11/19.  Jim said a lot of 

good information was disseminated and many different topics were discussed.  

 I went to Representative Doyle Heffley’s office on 11/28 looking for another letter of support 

to get our 270 repeater on top of Summit Hill. This letter would be addressed specifically to the 

water authority.  

 

N3OGG KB3ASZ KB3AYY 

KB3D K3PCN W3ZPW 

NI3H KB3KVW K3KNL 

WY3K KB3JD WA3FZD 

KA3FUL K3FWG N3HHH 

N3LHM KB3GPM KB3FSU  

Merry Christmas K3NZD K3TE  KB3PHI   

Everyone and a  N3RZI WA3WIJ KB3FET 

Happy New Year KB3ACD KB3DXS KC3CRS 

KB3DYJ and our Web Master  

Ed Neville 

 

http://www.winterfieldday.com/
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Famous ham radio operator: 

Do you know who this operator is? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Test Your Knowledge: 

1. Who is Rudolf the Red Nose Reindeer father?  
 

2. In the song "The Twelve Days of Christmas" what is given on the tenth 

day? 
 

3. What does the elf Herbie want to be when he grows up? 

 

 Answers at the end 

 

 

 

Merry 

Christmas to 

all!  Hope you 

have a 

healthily, and 

Prosperous 

New Year  

– K3TE 
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Officers for 2017 are 

pictured.  Front Left: Jim 

Shellhamer KC3DXS, back 

middle, Gary Fleischut 

KA3FUL, back right, Frank 

Bobick N3OGG.  

Congratulations guys!  

Picture courtesy of Jim 

Moyer WA3WIJ 

 

VE Report For November 5th 2016 – Bill Dale 
The club offered a test session on November 5th 2016 at the Tamaqua Borough Hall.  

The following people passed their test. 

 

1. John Kacsur, Walnutport  – Technician  

2. Bradley Bankes, Wilksbarre – KC3HNO upgraded to General 

3. Dylan Birkett, Danville – Technician 

4. James Shellhamer, Tamaqua – KC3DXS upgraded to Extra 

Congratulations on upgrading guys and/or for obtaining your 

technician level license,  

welcome to the Hobby! 
If you need any assistance or  

information on Amateur Radio,  

email one of the officers above and we 

will be happy to assist you.  Our club 

meets every 3
rd 

Friday of the month if 

you are interested in joining.  VE’s  

present for the test: John KB3JD,  

Bill WY3K, Jim KB3FET, Frank  

N3OGG, Tom K3TE – thanks 

everyone for your help!  Our special guest was John Matz from the Schuylkill County 

EMA.! 

 

 



6 

 

Tamaqua Wireless Association W3CMA December 2016 Newsletter 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A view out the front of my QTH after an 8 plus inch snow fall 

 

 
 

Our next regularly scheduled meeting will be: 

 December 10th at 3:00PM 

 

 Chantilly's Restaurant & Banquet Hall 

 Meeting will follow Christmas Party 

 See email from Frank about menu 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Chantilly's+Restaurant+&+Banquet+Hall/@40.8193569,-76.064466,15z/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x0:0x43df002e0aa1c592?sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwi4pPmygI3OAhWBQiYKHdzDD3UQ_BIIeDAK


7 

 

Tamaqua Wireless Association W3CMA December 2016 Newsletter 

10. You’re a Mean One, Mr. Grinch 

9. It Came Upon a Midnight Clear 

8. Christmas Wrapping 

7. We Three Kings 

6. Santa Claus is Coming to Town 

5. I’ll Be Home for Christmas 

4. Fairytale of New York 

3. O Holy Night 

2. Have Yourself a Merry Little Christmas 

1. White Christmas 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MARK YOUR 

CALENDAR’S NOW! 

Winter Field Day 2017 is 

January 28th and 29th from  

2PM to 2PM 
 

 

FYI: Dues for 2016-

2017 

 $15.00 for individual 

 $20.00 for family 
 

Before you settle down for your long “winters nap”, 

check your connections on your antenna(s).  Are they 

tight?  Coaxial cable secure?  Are all the hatches batten 

down?  Do you have any coaxial cable lying on the  

ground that could be “food” for critters when the snow 

starts?  These simple checks and fixes could be the 

difference between you enjoying the hobby or 

“going another route” in the spring.   
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Meeting Locations: 

 Fall & Winter: American Legion, West Broad St. Tamaqua 

 Spring & Summer: Grove, 555 Tuscarora Mtn. Road, Barnesville 

 Always 3
rd

 Friday of the Month – 7:30PM 

Do you want something 

published in this 

newsletter?  Do you 

have anything you want 

to sell or looking to buy?  

I am looking for articles 

for the newsletter.  

Please email me at 

tlesisko@ptd.net if you 

have something in mind    

2016 was a busy year for TWA. 
 We had 171 contacts for field day 2016 in June.   

 The club installed a coordinated repeater for the Tamaqua area (146.490 +1MHz). 

 Purchased Liability Insurance  

 Restarted the club newsletter in February 

 We helped out with the St. Patty’s Day Parade in Girardville in March.   

 Installed our Fusion repeater on top of Clamtown Hill in New Ringgold in July (147.270 + 

600 KHz). 

 We offered 4 test sessions for future amateur radio operators and license upgrades.   

 We attended EOC Training in October 

 We had a stand for Heritage Day in Tamaqua in October promoting amateur radio and TWA 

 Offered our communication expertise for the Halloween Parade in October 

 Wrapped up the year with a wonderful Christmas Party at Chantilly’s in Barnsville in 

December.   

 Looking forward to see what 2017 brings us! 

 

 

mailto:tlesisko@ptd.net
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I know the holiday season is upon us.  We are busy with the hustle and bustle, while you 

are out driving around or just sitting at home.  Don’t forget to tune in on: 

 Tuesday night 8pm on 145.370 for the Schuylkill Emergency Services Net  

 Thursday night 8pm for rag chew with JD on 145.370 

 Thursday night 7:30pm before our club meeting on 147.270 for our club 

announcements. 
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We now have 3 deep cycle marine battery, thanks to WA3WIJ.  The batteries will be 

connected as soon as possible.  I plan on connecting one battery to the Yeasu DR-1x 

repeater and two batteries in parallel to the Astron power supply.  The amplifier draws 

20 amperes on transmit.  – Thank you WIJ! K3TE  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

I have attached the holiday Splatter from years past.  The last time you might have seen 

this issue was 16 years ago.  If you have trouble viewing, just enlarge the texted.  Enjoy! 

 

We are still looking for someone 

to sponsor two deep cycle marine 

batteries.  We need to back up our 

270 repeater.  If anyone would like 

to help please email me at 

tlesisko@ptd.net in the event of 

power interruption we need to 

have uninterrupted service!  FYI: 

our 490 is on a generator backup.  

Thank you WA3WIJ for a battery!    

 

What we need:  2 deep cycle marine batteries, we 

just got one donated by WA3WIJ. Thanks Jim! 

mailto:tlesisko@ptd.net
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Ideas for 2017 – Let me know your thoughts 
1. I would like to add “From the President’s Desk” to 

next year’s Splatter issue(s) 

2. Now that I am a member of ARRL I plan on adding 

some of their information to our newsletter.  Like 

regulatory information, and general information  

3.  I would like more input from members, I need to 

know what you know so I could let everybody know. 

4. From time to time archive items will be in the current 

issue of Splatter, after all what good are the archives if 

they are sitting in a drawer.   
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You can find John Denchak at 8PM on 145.370 

Tone of 123.0 

Stop by and bend his ear for a while. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2
nd

 Thursday of the month in December @7:30PM 

Many club announcements will be heard at that time.   

Tune in to 147.270. . . .  
If you can’t make the meeting, tune in and you will hear what will be discussed. 

Schuylkill County  

Emergency 

Services NET 
 

 

145.370 (PL Tone 123.0) 

Alternate Frequency 147.345 (PL Tone 123.0) 
The Net begins at 8:00 pm local time 

The Net is hosted on SARA’s Repeater 

  

KC3DXS 

 
 

KB3JD 
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My wife and I would like to take this time to wish everyone a Merry Christmas and 

a Healthy, Wealthy, and Happy New Year!   

 

Tom & Christine Lesisko 

TWA in QST 
Thanks to KB3AYY for submitting our contest contacts TWA info is on page 80 of the 

December issue of QST – Thanks Ed! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Until next time – de K3TE 73’s 

 

 

If you have anything you want to submit 

to the club bulletin please email Tom 

Lesisko:   tlesisko@ptd.net 

Bob Renolds from WNEP – 

WB3DYE 

1. Donner 

2. Lords a Leaping  

3. A Dentist 

mailto:tlesisko@ptd.net

