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Can’t we Spring
By President W3ZRQ
‘Z“k nother new year has amrived with @ consideravie
4 A amount of that whitc stuff we call snow, interspersed
with sieet and ice. It sure was a test for our antenna sys-
tems. W3T1 found out his wire stretches guite well on his
80 meter zepp, especially when it has a six inch diameter
of snow and ice around it full length.
Speaking of antennas, just before the holi-
-3 @ days my doctor wanted to insert one of

84 ,';.;' .- those Implantable Cardioverter Defibrilla-
e nﬁ"”ff_ tors (ICD) in my chest and was given a test

/ to see if I qualify for one. But the test results
were negative and said my heart was fine.
They still wanted to put that ICD in me for
$ 20,000 and I refused the offer because
they could not give me a straight answer to my question,”
What effect will my radios have on this unit”. I found my
answer later and now I'm glad to have refused the implant
operation,

Note” If any ham ever falls into this category where the
doctor tells them they need an 1CD, Please see me First |

Christmas day was another test of nerves in ceriam ar-
eas of the county without power for a few hours, days, or
cven a fow weeks. T had a first hand experience during the
black out while driving a plow truck and as I approached
the west cnd of Tamagua it scomed as if I was going into a
black hole, no lights what so ever except that from the
head lights of the plow truck. KB3DYJ, KB3FSU and
KB3GPM were without power for a little over nine hours.
The cutoff Ime was at KB3CFV’s QTH, he had power.
While areas to the south of Tamaqua were without power
for a few days.

A note of concern from this operator, ves I had a hand-
held radio with me, but the problem, running low power,
was trying to check into the Schuylkill County net. A few
inconsiderate operators at the time would not acknowledge
the repeater’s courtesy break between transmissions and
would not pause long enough for me with a low power
unit. So I gave up in disgust.

Beginning january we also start with a new meecting io-
cation. Plans are in the works to take advantage of more
out door activities by holding the May thru September
meetings at our Field Day site, Weickers Grove. Three
years ago you elected me as president I stated
“Look out, we are going to have club activities” and so far
I have been true to my word.

Cn 3 final note, just talking with seme club members it
Isn’t it JUNE vet |
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seems evervone is ready for spring,

When The Lighis Went
By Editor, W3TI
N/ ep, sconer or later it was bound to happen. Since we
. are located on the southern boundary of the Pocono

some pretty fierce winter snow and
freezing rain storms and that’s ex-.
actly what we got on Christmas Day .
2002. I nced not reiferate using a 'z
hundred words to tell what hap-
pened, but the members who at-..
tended the TWA.  “Traffic and
Emergency Operating Classes”™ held S
in the early part of the year know ieeos “wmme wr sex -
quite well what to expect “When the i
Lights go out”. Emcigencics such as forest fircs, floods,
tornadoes, hurricanes, freezing rain and snow storms can
cause a Power failure. We all had been forewarned of the
coming storm and had plenty of time to get those batteries
charged before it hit and they sure did come in handy. A
more scricus matter was cxpericnced m the rural arcas
whe were dependent on power for their water supply.
Those with a gas powered generator had that part coversd.
Mobile operation was impractical due to the 12 or more
inch snow cover. Actually, thev would have been in the
way of the plows and snow removal crews. South of Ta-
maqua and the better part of Carbon county was without
power for more than 50 hours. North west part of Tama-
qua had a power outage for about 8 hours. Fortunately for
our part of town, we only had about six glitches when the
power was off for a few minutes. :
For the most part, those who participated 1n our Emer-
gency instruction classes knew exactly what to do. An
Emergency Net was called into operation and was there in
the event some one required assistance. Unfortunately, we
had a few operators who had to tic up a lot of net time
with continuous rag ¢howin’. If somc onc wanicd to call
for help on interstate I-80 they would never have been able
to contact nct control duc to the continuous Ratchet Jaws
on the repeater. Never the less, regardless of how much
we rant and rave about how peorly trained and inconsider-
ate some operators are, we shall still have them with us..
On the other hand our hats off to the operators who
spent hours and hours on end trying to keep the net open
for assistance to those stranded in the storm. Kudos and
well done fellows. Lest we forget, this is only an editorial,
one persons observations and not necessarily that of the
members. Your comments will be gratefully appreciated.
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TWA Video Library What do You Think

3y WIT Builedin Cgiter
7 fier each issue of “Splatter” is printed and mailed to
A% our members, I zke my copy, sit back im my swizel
chair and read over every item again. Checking to make
sure I crossed my “T's” and dotted my “T7s”, after which I
begin to think about “what am I going to put in cur next
issue . All kind’a questicns run thru my head. Did I print
the mformation that cur members want 7 Were the arficles
timely 7 Did I cover each item sufficiently 7 We usually
print five issues a year . Each edition has five or six pages
which averages out to about 30 pages peryear. At the pre-
sent postage rate we could print an eight or nine page bul-

letin previded we had sufficient data to put inte print.
When vou put that all together it tal-
Lies up to a Great Big Bunch of words . #5
But are they always the right words. &%
Last year we were fortunate to get arti~
cles from KB3FSU, KB3DYI, com-

4 " he following iist of VIIS video tapes
4 are gvaiiable for viewing to any ciub
member Free. Contact the seczetary for
ixformation and applicaticn

Tapes from Nr. 1 to 23 have been do-
nated to the association by Walter Shulz -
K3COF and are in exceilent condition.

1. Antenna Fundamentals, Directivity
Propagation

2. Amiennas (Loaded

3. RAYCAS Operation & Function # 1

4. RAYCAS Qperaticn & Function # 2

5. ARRL Tapes #1 ( assorted )

6. ARRL Tapes #2 { assorted

7. ARRL tapes {assortedy

8. Component Recogmition / Electronic Circuit

193 gﬁ giﬁgi: ;.:I;zzé ments from our president in addition to Sga®
11 Ding Techniques Tage# 3 a few technical articles aicng'wzth the
12 D sitat Techniques Ta!;}e 44 usual baliderdash _ﬁ‘cm the editors col-
13. Digital Techniques Tape#5 b 4 ;0 abf?r mﬁ; o ﬁf;mﬁm%ﬁz NIDYT

14. Digital Techniques Tape # 6 some valuapic miormeton Wom Uiy e
15. Digital Tronbleshooting Tape # 1 Having been editor for the c;u?i ﬁuﬁeﬁ*;'m smce iis orgn
16. Digita! Troubleshcoting Tape # 2 back around 1938, I never know if we print the right stuif
17' New Wil of Anatens Bado: 30554 A fc‘:ﬁ_' izsues back I had some space Lei;’f: over and p-mfgea
; 3' Radar Alignment an article _a’r;cur, f}e you knew your .Fegmsi WA member.
19‘ RAYCAS V- Maintenance WOW, did ﬁzatstzr upoa hemcts nest I fouad out ‘eh_e
Zf}b Semiconductors Course - Heathkit membrers dﬁ — cur‘cuiiet&ubut seldom comment about it
21. Soidering & PCB Repair uilg GO mmion = etk

22. Sperry MK-37 & UGP operation & maintenance _ E]'Btuﬁg back ¢ “ What do vou want in your club bulle-
23, Switchine Power Savokics. tin”? Readers SUrveys are very seldom answered or re-
p g Py turned but I'm going to print one anyway.

24. Tac Men who made Radic {1992) : i £ P
75 TWA Chr Party #1 ng;s yoox.;r evz{ziz;ﬂon cn the following with a
0.0 C-h‘ el b7 56 };9‘5}{} e iw o Are the articles in Splatter interesting ? Is the type large
27. TWA Field Day 1989 - Feeder Fabrication Tuly N : it

1936, Novice class 1930 encughtoread 7 Are you getting the builetin thru the U
" ; ; . S Mail in one piece ? Would you rather have it matied i
28. Voyage to the Planets (90 min)

‘ an envelope 7 Are the technical articles to your liking 7
Would you be interested in writing an arficle 7

All of these questions are what goes thro my mind
every time it comes bulleting prinfing time. ot any
ideas 7 Anv one interssted in the position 7 It doesn’t pay
anything, but print something wrong and you'B hear about
it.

Hamfest Calendar

e ¥ | Timonium Hamfest, March 29—30
W ;o Warminster Hamfest, Wrightstown May 4.
- [ \ : EPA Section Convention, Bloomsburg, June 14
g g b , i a BB Sl B Mid-Atlantic Hamfest, Ki mberton, July 13
DOES THIS SIEN SAY "RADIO AMATEUR LICENEE Ionestown Mt Repeater Asso. July 19.
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Place he pack so they ars facing sway ffom you. The top
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Don’t touch the other three

Remove the two machine screws on the botiom of the
pack and two more located half way up the side and the
casze should come apart. Follow the previcus instructions,
solder the spiral coil 1o the negative terminal and replace
the case.
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good battery pack

Do vou think “Renlacir,-g Nicads” would make a good
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My Side of the Street When the Lights Went Out

By Darryt Gibson NZDY

I _Deware what vou wish for. Many of us who were hum-
d_Dming I'm Dreaming Of a White Christmas on Christmas
Eve, were singing a different tune 24 hours later. Christmas
morning we awoke to a snow covered landscape, what the
snow concealed was the ice that had fallen overnight as freez-
ing rain, and would iead i

to our fisture troubles.

Shortly before ncen, the troubles started. Gary KA3FUL
was traveling South on Rt. 61, and encountered a road closing
and a detour. At the same time, another ham, traveling the op-
posite direction on Rt. 61, encountered the same thing as Gary
did. What wasn't known at the time, was that Gary and the
other ham were at the same detour/road closing. Those "two”
evenis prompted Dale, KB3GAV, to bring up a severs
weather net on the 145.370, SARA repeater, Shortly after that,
the Carbon County RACES Net activated on the 147.255
CARA repeater.

By mid-afterncon the heavy snow fall started to take its
toll. One by one, the towns in Carbon County lost electrical
power, with the exception of Lansford and Summit Hill. Natu-
rally, one of the first towns in Carbon County to lose power,
was Nesquehoning, the location of the County's Emergency
Communications Center. Things went from bad to worse,
when the Comm. Centers backup generator failed to start. At
that point, I checked into the Carbon County RACES Net, and
fired up an HT. to monitor the Schuyikill County net.

Meanwhile, things weren't going much better for the folks
in Schuylkill County, as power was lost in Coaldale, parts ¢
Tamaqua, parts of Pottsville, and other areas of the county.
About this time, Jason, KB3ICC, relieved Dale as net control .
on the weather net, while I continued to monitor both nets,
waiting for the official call up and deployment of the Carbon
County RACES net.

A few hours later, I relieved Jason as NCS of the weather
net, while still waiting for the activation of the RACES net.
About 2100 hours Jason relieved me as NCS, and the Carbon
County RACES net stood down, as the generator at the
Comm. Center had been repaired.

By 2230 hours I was bushed, signed off the nets, and got
some shut eye, thinking the weather net might be in operation

for the tong haul, and we shonld think about platoOning net
control stations. I woke up at 0400, checked into the net, but
all was quiet so I went back to bed. Things were still quiet
later that morning, and as far as I know, the weather net wasn't
reactivated.

Al in ail, I think everyone invclved should be proud of
themselves, we sensed the coming emergency, and reacte
pro-actively to it. There was one complaint, a weak signal
station cculd not check into the net due to some operators ig-
noring the courtesy beep on 370 repeater. I suspect this can be
attributed to numerous causes:

1. Operator fatigue, monitoring three radios for 11 hours cer-
tainly put me in ia ia land.

2. Stations not in the affected areas, accustom to rag chewing
on the repeater, doing what they are used to doing.

3. The event along with the net, was dying a natural death,
most of the damage had already been reported, and new re-
ports were few, and far between.

To avoid such problems in the future, I have the following
suggestions:

1. Platoon net control staticns in four or six hour shifts.

2. Program the repeater controller with a distinctive courtesy
beep, and have the ID message, announce in voice mode, that
the repeater is in emergency operation.

Also, don't let your guard down! Carbon County learned
this twe days later, when the Comm. Center's generator biew a
rzdiator hose which caused the motor to seize with a broken
crank shaft. T guess someone maised hell in Carbon County,
since the Comm Center activated the RACES WNet in under
five minutes, and we deployed in less than thirty minutes. And
it might be a good idea for stations involved in the net to keep
a log book, the editor of vour clubs newsletter might ask ycu
to write an article, and without notes, you won't have the de-
tails to do a complete accounting of events.

With that in mind, my apologies for any errors, or omissions
in this story, and for losing my notes. And T also apologize for
this story being biased towards the events that occurred in
Carbon County, over those that occurred in Schuylkill
County.

Trouble Shooting Flow Chart
[Start!

|

Dees the Dam

Yeas thing work ? No
Don’t Monkey _.__L | Did you monkey -
with it | Don’t Know with it ? |
e
]Forget it] Yes
— No :
| Hide it Does Anyone —— 1 You Dummy’
e Know ? ] - '
——— I
| Lock for the nearest Garbage Can




i | TWA Calendar of Evenis |
February 21, TWA mesting East End Fire Company

March 1, VE Exams, Tamaqua Municipal Bidg. 9 a.m. i
March 21, TWA meeting East End Fire Company

April 18, TWA meeting East End Fire Company
May 18, TWA meeting Weickers Grove 7:30 p.m.
June 7, YE Exams Tamaqua Municipal Bidg. 9 a.m.
June 20, TWA meeting Weickers Grove, 7:30 p.m.
June 27-28-2% Annual Field Day Exercise, Weickers Grove

Tamequa Wircless Assn.
212 Race Sireet
Tamagqus, FPa. 18252
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