Summer Activities

May - June - July 2001

Who’s who in TWA
By W3ZRQ President
In roeent weeks we had time to go over the cunrent member-
ship list given to me by the club secretary and to my surprise I
observed a few things which should be brought to your attention.
First off, at present we have the maximum number of members
that we can have according to our by-
) ~ laws. I also noticed the club is spread out
3 over quile a large area which covers three
countics, Schuyikiil, Carbon and Luzermne.
 _u If we break the membership mumbers
“ * down by towns or mumnicipalities you will
see that Tamaqua has 10, Potisville with

cach in Gilberton, Jim Thorpe, Lansford,

Lost Creek, Maizeville, Nesquehoning,

Shenandoah and Summit Hilk

Tamaqua Wircless Association, though
small in mumbers, has a spread over quite

a large area, T wonder why ? It is probably
" based on all the activity and various func-
tions our club is involved with. We must be doing somcthing
right because, take note, we are at present 100% capacity in
micmbership. Chl By the way, the secrctary has informed mc as
of April 1st. everyone has paid their dues for this year This
means we can go ahead and prepare our budget for each of the
years activities ahead. _

In addition to the TWA membership status, It was also no-
ticed there was a significant increasc in licensc class up-grading
among our members. Our records now show, 11 Exira Class op-
crators, 1 Advanced Class, 9 General Class, 1 Technician plus
Class and 3 Technician Class Operators. Congratulations are in
order for those who had recently up-graded and for those whe
plan to up-grade this year, the best of luck.

The Iast Advanced instruction class was back in 1991, that
was tcn years ago and our most recent Advanced/Extra class in-
struction had its final class on April 6. And within that ten year
fimc framc we also had about six Novice instruction classcs.
With our present system the Novice class will no longer be
taught. With the decline of new amatenrs entering the hobby, it
does not look very promising whether there will (here be enough
interest in the future to have any Technician or General instruc-
tion classcs in the ncar future, Oaly time will tell.

You may be wondering where I got my information for
this cotunm, ¢heck the last page of this issuc of Splatter and you
will see. Also a separate part of that page has been prepared for

vou in the event you want to make any changes to your TWA |

club records, Please note, some mames and calls have been de-
Ieted and new names and cails entered in their place. Yes | We
do have ncw faccs in the club and by their application wish to
take an active part in our club activities. You may aiso be won-
dering who arc ali thosc ncw mcmbcrs?Aﬂyouhavcw do is
COME TG TIIE NEXT M G

"3 Frackville with 2, Hazleton 2 and 1

. Handbook anymorc.

Qur Amateur Ileritage
Or “ItSeernsto Us
The year is 2001 and ye cditor took stock with a bit of revicw,
or took a look back in time to see where we were, where we are
now and where we are really going. There are still a few of us

 around who recall getting our amateur license when you had to

know what the answers to those questiops really meant, One
could nol memorize ihe answers by roie be-
causc you didn’t got the same qucstions when ¢
you took the cxam in front of the FCC. i
The license took from four to six weeks to
come from the FCC and during that lapse of _ 77"
time you would get your station in readiness to
pound some brass and break the air ways with §£
your home buili one or iwo {ube lransmitier

- which was any whcr*“-om"Stoastngﬁasﬁwattsofpawcr

There was nothing like ICOM, Yacsu, or Kenwood for you fo

| purchase a receiver. If you had saved up a few bucks you would

either buy a Hallicrafiers, Hammerlund, or a National receiver. I
was fortunate to buy a top of the line used National NC-101X
receivers for 75 dollars. On the other hand, if you didn’t save for

~ one of those store boughi receivers, you ended up scraiching

cacugh parts together and built your own. I was ablc to get parts

- together to put a Super Wasp scven tube sct together. To change
- bands required changing plug in coils for each band.

Then there was that sky-wire or R F emitter which consisted.

| of a length of copper wire and a couple insulators. No ome

bought wire because you could atways get pieces and cut offs
from your local elecirician jusi for the asking. Insulaiors were
made of wood and boiled in becs wax t© protect thom from the
rainy scason. The spreaders for the feed line wore made of the
same piece of hard wood.

Listening to an on-the-air conversation I was taken aghast
when the statement was made, “Look in QST and you'll find a
company who will sell you a dipole anfenna for $ 98.99
“Shades of (he Woull Hong™, doesn’t anyone read ihe Anienna
You can fabricatc that samc antcoma for
less then ton bucks.

Which brings up another item. 1 have no idea how many
classes I had the pleasure to train in the art of amateur radio and
especially, the half-wave dipole antenna. After detailing the dif-
ference between a coax fed and the open-wire-line fed , they still

- come back to hauni me wiil the siaiement, “I can’i get my 1ig (o

load up on 20 mcters through my 40 mcter dipole™. Or | why

| can’t I usc my old CB amicnna on 75 meter phone 7 1 scems no
one really heard One word that was said during my discourse on

antennas and their feed line matching systems.
Loohngbad:werthepastﬁ@yearsimmssscdavexydrasnc

change come over “Amateur Radio”. The technical aspect of

{he hobby is dying. No one cares or has the knowledge io build

. beeanse the commercial interests have taken over. Tho futurc

locks very blcak will probably sco the oblitcration of the Morsc

* code andbefﬁrelongtharewﬂ]be no further need for anyone to

take an examination to get into “What’s Left of Amateur Radio™.



Member Correspondence
HiLAL:

In one of the last issues of Splatter yow
wax o your anlennav to- get il to pul oul v
better signal. I'nv inferested in buying o carn
or two; cawnv youw give me some move detaily ow
how it iy used ? Wil Automodile wax or cor
polish dothe same thing ?

Tnx exy73, Hawrry

Answer to Harry.
Hi Harry :

Thankyou for your interest in our TWA’s Antenna Wax. To
clarify and give you a satisfactory answer will require a para-
graph or two.

I have been receiving QST magazine since the early 307s and
for as long as I can remember, each year someone at headquar-
ters prints a similar article in their April issue and if you will
have noticed, our “Antenna wax article™ was printed in the
Ground Hog issue for February, March and Aprdl 2001. The
editors of Splatter have been congering up a similar article for
the April issue since the early 1960’s and some of them have
been dandies.

Wiping any wax product on the antenna wire will not help it
to radiate any better. It will only keep the copper wire from tar-
nishing or turning color 2 bit longer. Thanks for your interest,
it does prove one thing to us. Someone does read our bulletin.
73, Al Editor :

_ The Presidents Mailbag

It looks like a lot of people out there have heard about our
TWA club. Following a telephone call, I received a letter from
a widow who has her husbands amateur radio equipment for
sale. Although not a member of our Amateur radio association,
we coffered to print a list of equipment she has for sale in our
club bulletin. For additional information , telephone 610-377-
9366 .

The Tamaqua Wireless Association shall not assume nor be
held responsible for the condition of the equipment or any inac-
curacies in the listing, 73, W3ZR
President

Partial Listing

TS-940-S Kenwood HF Transceiver, Kenwood SP-940 speaker
Kenwood MC-60 Microphone, RCI-2950 10 meter mobile
transceiver, Alliance HD-73-1 rotor with dual speed control
unit, Alliance HD-73-1 rotor with CDE transmit-receive direc-
tion control box. SWB-2 power and SWR meter, Tripp-Lite
DC power supply, 25 amp. Model PR 25a.  Assorted rotor ca-
bles. coax cables and assorted connectors.

There is only one way fo fail,
And that is to quit.

As a Member of the Club

. From the words of the Corporate Union president, “In Union
there is Strength”. Besides strength, as a member of an organi-
zation similar to the Tamaqua Wireless Association , there are
many additional benefits derived by belonging to such a group.

For example; a half dozen members have recently saved
quite a few dollars from using our Out-going DX QSL card sys-
tem. We'li be collecting cards again at the May club meeting.

The club’s video tape lending library is being used. Ask for
a requisition sheet at the next meeting. The Antenna erection
group is waiting for the weather to break and they will be busy
for quite a while. RFI committee have had their fair share of
recent activity with Telephone and computer interference .In
addition, a more recent benefit was the purchase of the Amateur
Radio Call Book on CD disc at a 20 % discount.

All of the afore mentioned items are made available to the
members of the Tamaqua Wireless Association just for the ask-
mmg. Occasionally these savings have a time limit which would
run out if we had to wait and printed it in cur bulletin, so they
are imroduced as a part of the ciubs business meeting and
passed on at the Wednesday night teck sessions.

One thing quite noticeable, only the members who attend
meetings regularly are those who have been taking advantage of
these club benefits. No matter what the club activity, it is gen-
erally aired and given sufficient publicity either via the news
media or this club bulletin.

Since the very beginning when the Tamaqua group was or-
ganized and became an affiliated ARRL club, our members got
a two dollar discount off of their ARRL membership dues.
Qriginallv, the league said collect the full amount and keep 2
bucks for the club treasury. However, it was decided a long
time ago to give the two dollar saving to the club member. That
decision still stands

At this time we are giving each member sufficient notice
about the next $$3$ Dollars $avings. Beginning July first the
annual dues for ARRL membership will be increased from
$ 34.00 to $ 39.00, a five dollar hike, I you were previously
renewing your ARRL membership and taking advantage via the
club discount you only paid $ 32.00, and as a Senior citizen you
received an extra § 5.00 savings. With that in mind a number of
our members will be taking advantage of the savings by renew-
ing their membership early before the July increase.

This is how you do it !
Cut out the address label from your recent issue of QST.
2. Make the check (or cash) out to the Tamaqua Wireless As-
sociation for §$32.00 and give it to the TWA secretary.
3. For Seniors over 65 make the check for § 27.00
4. Give the QST address label and your check to the club sec-
retary at any Wednesday nite teck session or the March or
April club meeting.
NOTE- This is for your ARRL dues only.

e

Progress has very little to do with speed
But much to do with direction



TWA Summer Activities

By the timc this issuc is published the winter Extra class
instruction will have been compicted and those who attended
will be taking their first crack at the VE scssion June 2nd at the
Tamaqua Municipal building.

The month of Junc for some rcason always scoms to have
more activitics than any other month and some of them on top
of each other, The 3rd. Annual Fastern Pennsyivania Section
ARRL convention will be at the Bioomsburg Fair grounds on
June 9. Ong item abscnt (his year will be the ARRL display by
W3TI. We have no idea what plans cur new Scction Manager
WB3FPL has in ihat regards.

The same weckend, Junc 9 —10 the ARRL sponsors fiic an-
nual VHF contest. Scuttlcbutt has been bandicd around at our
club meetings they plan to enter that fracas this year, A hun-
dred watt six and two mcter station, all modcs has been on the
drawing board and at the time of this writing (he commitice is
locking into the possibility of two locations. Final plans will
be made at (he May 18 TWA club meeting,

This cvc{xtshﬂﬂmqumskﬁlcdaswcllasunsklﬂcdhclp
Sctting up tents, antennas and other menial choirs requires hu-
man bodies. You ate not required to be a seasoned experienced
opcrator to help make confacts. This will be a primer or lcam-
ing situation for our upcoming Ficld Day opcration.

The annual Tamaqua Summer Fest will be held on Sunday
June 17. Last year il was rained oul, however each year we did
attend the club placed a tabic in front of the Tamaqua Chamber
of Commerce and passed out brochure, answered qucstions
and had a great time mingling with the crowd. A great way to
show off Amatcur radio to the public. This is a good way to
show that you arc an Amatcur opcrator and member of the
most active radio in a three county arca. 'We will nced a sct-up
and break-down crew. Il you can only spend One hour of your
time between 9 a.m. and 4 p.m. ,xtwﬂlbcapprcc:atnd

Ficld Day will fall on Saturday and Sunday Jumc 23-24. 1If
vou're up to a bit of the extras, the “Dew-Witt” group usuaily
makes it a three day affair and begin sciting up Friday afier-
neon. Pleasc note, Owl Creck rescrvoir location has been va-
cated this year duc to work being performed on dam. A Ficld
Day sile localed in Locust Valley has been ollered by activities
manager Ed Weicker KB3DYJ and an cxpeditionary crow
plans to survey the arca prior to the May mocting.

We will have a mumber of new members this year who have
never cxperienced Ficld Day. Therefore it is important our
clder and more cxperienced members aliend, cven if you can
only assist or supervisc from a lawn chair, like one member we
know, your aliendance would be apprecialed.

Chef “Ronaldi” is always glad to have a hclping hand.
There is always ropes, wircs, and power cablcs to be handicd
and moved around. Grounding stakes to be stabbed into the
carth and connections made. There is mere to Ficld Day than
just operating radio. Cur club utilizes FD as a Icarning cxperi-
cree, cach year we all gain in one way or another

Aller it’s all sel up, there comes (he time when it has to be
all taken down and properly stored for next year.  Why do we
do this cvery year 7 Perhaps we're all a bit soft in the head
but after yon experienced your first Field Day you will either
likc it or hatc it. So far we haven’t had anyonc say the didn’t
warl {o allend again next year.

Something to Thimk About

More stieff on club activities by W3TI

During the months of April and May we just start warming
up from the chills of the freezing winter. There is an Easter
holiday weekend in April and the heginning of the vears Ham-
fcst scason. It has been noticed there always scems to be a Iull
in club activities between Ground Hog Day and the month of
June.

From the TWA VE 1cst scssion on March 3rd. and the Janc
2nd VE exams there are twelve full weekends. If we take out
the Easter holiday and Memorial Day weekend there are still
ten, Yes, ten full weekends and if we take in acconnt for two
arca Hamicsis in (hal time frame it still lcaves us with cight
Saturday-Sunday weekends with no amateur re!ated activities
except stay home and work DX

T’ve been an active member of the Tamaqua Amatcur radio
group for 45 years and participated in with just about every
club activity that was devised. The Tamagua group is the only
club in a three county area that has an RFI commitiee, a Vol-
unicer Examining (cant, an anicnna crew, a fice video lape k-
brary, access to a weekly information forum, and much meore.
Yet, in all those past years our group has never madegooduse
of thosc inactive weckends.

Yes, if you areanacuveamateurradmc;pemorandwould
Tike 1o fill some of those inactive weekends, wouldn™t it be in-
teresting tor learn a different facet of Amatenr radio for a
changc. Why not put somc of thosc weckends (o usc and hold
a “FOX HUNT”. Thatis one activity our club has never tried.
How many members have ever participated in a Fox Hunt be-
forc 7 Do you know what a Fox Funt is ?

Practically every member of the club bas a two meter HT or
mobile rig and T sure we can dig up some old crystal controlled

low power transmitier to be the “Fox”. Let’s thimk abowut that.
edkk  dhdk kekd  deskkk kdbkd wkEdk kEdk

TWA Officers

And Committees
President Al W3ZRQ
Vice Pres. Ron KB3CFV

Secy-Treas Al W3TI
Trustee Chip NI3H/ W3CMA

COMMITTEES
Antenna Crew KB8B3F}) Chrm.
Activities Mgr. KB3DYJ
EC & ARES WY3K
Club Bulletin W3TI
RFI Team KB3FSU
"VE Team WY3K

The Tamaqoa Wireless Association holds regular monthly
meetings on the third Friduy of each month at 7:3¢ pow in the
American Hose Fire company, Mauch Chunk street, Tamaqua.
Anyone interested in Amateur Radio is welcomed to attend.

The Club bulletin “Splatier” is printed about four times a year

and distributed to its membership. Articles contained therein
may be reprinted as long as Tamagna Wireless Assn receives
the credit fine.



What Amateur Radio

Means to Me
By Bud Kane KBaFSU

For very many years I've been a person who was fascinated
by radio and the means by which a conversation can be held
between two people without the means of interconnecting
witcs, necdless to say, “Wircless Communications”, Then in
November 2000 I took the time and challenged my mental
capabilities by performing, what T thought was, the impossible
task of getting an Amatenr Radio station license. '

Prior to {aking that step we had to overcome a fow obstacles
first such as getting permission from our apartment landlord
and needless to say, my wife. Tomysurpnsefgottheokayto
go for it from both of them,

Problem number one out of the way, what do I do next. That
was easier than I thought. T took a tour around Tamagua nntil T
saw a large antenna on top of a tower and presto, lick was
with me. The owner dirccted me to the Breiner family, opening
up a new world of caring and kind people.

Things were progressing so weil that Iforgot to mention the
main obstacic T had to contend with and that is my very thick
scull that learns things very slowly. I guess that has been the
cause or reason, up o this time, why T had not accomplished
one of my life ambitions.

Ham Radio is just like all clsc, when you really want some-
thing and you put the extra effort into it, you can and will do it
My thanks and appreciation go to the members of the Tamaqua

Wircless Association for their many hours of help as weli as:

kindness and building up my confidence and hard work to un-
derstand the language and terminclogy. T was amazed in less
thant 4 months of hard work and cracking the books T became
the proud owner of an Amaieur Radio opcrators licensc.

Many weeks have passed since T was licensed and I'm gain-

ing more knowledge and confidence in addition to experience

with on the air conversations, Tt was vory notabic what makes

Ham Radio so great. The maturity of those you talk to, not

only in age but in mind and attitude as well as the language

used. The young as well as the elder enjoy talking to each

_olher, and morc so when they mect cyc to cye al Hamfests or
club mesetings. This type camaraderie one does not find on 27

mhz., _
Amatcur Radio is loaded with surpriscs, you never kiow

when you speak into the microphone one might taik to some- -

one a block away or a person 500 miles distant flying in a jet
ar on a ship af sea. Use of the Morse code allaows yon to speak
1o people in other countrics and any language. The possibili-
ties one can accomplish in Amateur Radio are endless.

Some join together in groups and train themselves in a spe-
cial art of communications in the cvent of an cmCTgency or
when the normal land line wired communications become in-
operative, Some are interested in Amateur Radio Satellite and
space communications. As yon can see you need not have ten
years of collcge to becomne a licensed Amaicur Radio operator.

T was informed by one T respect very highly, “ Thers is no
such thing as a stupid question”. The only stupid question is
the onc you never asked and you T never get the answer to that
one. I have just joined a wonderful New World, just reach
of'it as 1 did and try for the fun of it

Tamaqua Repeater group

A mccting of the “Repeater Group” mel on Friday February
16. After the groups scerctary, Tony KB3ABY becamge a silent
key in late December, Albert KA3IWGE resigned as president
duc to poor health. Lacking a president and sccrotary a nomi-
nation and clection was held fo fill the vacancics with Stove
Mahala, KB3F1J and Ed Weicker KB3DY] elected to fill each
officc. An updated trcasurcrs report was prescnted. It was
brought to the alicntion of the group the Bylaws of the organi-
7ation had ncver been completed nor ratificd, The Bylaw com-
mittee then read off iheir additions and recommendalions. A
copy was passcd out to cach member. After a period of com-
ment, the Bylaws wore accepted as printcd. A short busincss
meeting followed.

- mmw | mmee -

More Metric Conversions
Ratio of an igloo’s circumfiercnce (o its diamcicr.
liskimo Pi
2000 pounds of Chinese soup . #on Ton
Onc millionth of a mouthwash. One microscope
Time between slipping on a peel and sinacking the pavement.
(ne Bananosecond.
Time it takes to sail 220 yards at 1 nantical mile per hour.
Knot-Furlong
365.25 days of drinking low-calorie beer. One Lite year
Half of a large intestine. One semicolon
Cne million aches. One megahurtz.
Basic unit of laryngitis. One Hoarsepower.
433.6 graham crackers, One pound cake
1 million-million microphones. One megaphone
1 million bicycles. Two megacycles
Ten cards. One decacards
One kilogram of fafling figs. One Fig Newton
1000 grams of dirty socks. One literhosen
One millionth of a fish. One microfiche
Ten rations. (Jne decoration
100 mations. One C - ration

- - - - - - - - -—---

Welcome Additions

Since our last issue of SPLATTER we are pleased lo wel~
comc thc addition of some ncw mcembers who joined our
group. Andrew “Bud” Kanc KB3FSU and Jamcs J. Munlky
KB3FET joined as Technicians. Lewis Hoffinan KB3DED
upgraded to General and all arc studying for Exira class. Gary
Fleischut KA3FUL rcjoined the club afier an absence of a
fcw years. Our latest addition is Dalec DcWald KB3GAV who
joined at the March meeiing and working toward the General
class ticket.

The most important thing about a goal
Is having one



T W A Member date update
~ Cur club is now over 45 years old and from time to time our members change QTH or call signs. In order to keep
an accurate record and mailing address we need those changes recorded. If you fall into that category please
complete the information form below and return it to the club secretary. Thank you.

If you changed your call letters enter Old call here

Enter present Call letters here

If you changed your mailing address, enter the new address here ;

My license class is now ( Technician) ( General ) ( Extra)

Nation wide information tells us the average age of all the licensed amateurs is 45 years old. In order to categorize
our club member age, would you please enter your birth date.

- Tamagua Wireless Asscciation Membership

April 1, 2601

First name| Last name Cail Address City Zip Phene | Class
Albert Larichiuta |[KASWGG 237 East Broad St Tamaqua 17960 |386-3322 |Advncd.
Edward Russell WVW3ZHW 1913 Mt Hope Ave Pottsville 17801 |622-3874 |Extra
Tony Pavicck AA3TI S03 VW, High Straet Frackvilla 17831 186741853 Exdra
Dave Evans KSNB 18 M. Balliet Street Frackville 17831 |874-1818 |Extra
James Graver KASWGF [327 Thinwell Street Hazleton 18201 1454-0309 [Extra
\Walter Shulz K30QF |PO Box 4054 Jim Thorpe 18229 Extra
Stephen A [Mzhzala KB3FJJ 138 W. Patterson St |Lansferd 18232 |645-9485 |[Exira
Kevin Kasprzak |AA3STL |10 West White Bear  |Summit Hill 182580 [645-3397 |Exira
Ronald Creitz KB3CFY [124 Piit Strest Tamaqua 18252 [668-3553 |Extra
Dave Christ MNISH 406 Pine Street Tamagua 18252 1668-2058 |Extra
Allen Breiner WV3TI 12 Race Strest Tamagua 18252 |668-3088 |[Extira
William Dale Jr 3K RD 3, Box 56 Tamagua 18252 |386-2384 |Extra
Gary Fleischut  |[KA3FUL 803 W Norwegian _  |Potisville 17901 1622-1648 |General
Andy Hitzzl N3HHH [1407 Chestnut St. Poitsville 17801 544-8011 |General
Lewis H MHoffman KEB3DED 1221 Penn Avenue Shenandoah |17976 462-08583 General
Dave Olsen KB3ATA PO Box 2156 Hazleton 18201 |455-2479 |General
Denald Schlier =~ IKB3DYI| [75 East Mill Strest Mesquehoning 18240 16€S-8883 |General
Evelyn A [Breiner K3ENZD 1212 Racs Strest [Tamadua 18252 |668-3C88 [General
Edward A eicker KB3DYJ [237 N. Lehigh Street  [Tamaqua 18252 {668-5498 |General
Allen Breiner W327ZRQ 127 Market Strest Tamaqua 18252 |668-5188 |General
Jim IMoyer VWASWIJ 421 E. Elm Strest Tamagua 18252 |€68-5313 |Generai
Dale J CeWald KB3GAV 1329 Main Street Gilbarton 17934 1874-03681 [Teck
James J.  [Munlsy KB3FET |38 High Road Lost Creek 17946 |462-4580 [Teck
Andrew Kane KB3rFsU 222 Center Strest Tamaqua 18252 1668-0557 [Teck
chward Sheganeski [KE3ACD |P O Box 83 IMaizeviile 17949 1874-0821 [Teck+



“ aﬁeﬁﬁaﬁ“ of Events S

April 20 TWA Regular meeting 7:30 p.m.
May &, Warminster Hamfest. Bus leaves at 7 a.m.
May 13, Take Mom out for Dinner
May 18, TWA Regular meeting 7:30 p.m.
June 2, VE Exams Tamagua Municipal Bidg. ¢ a.m.
June 8-10 VHF QSO party- TWA Style
June 9, ARRL EPA Convention, Bloomsburg, Pa.
June 15 TWA Regular meeting 7:30 p.m.
June 22-23-24 TWA Field Day, Locust Valley

Tamaqua Wireless Assn.
212 Race Street
Tamaqua, Pa. 18252

TIME LIMITED MEETING NOTICE




