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The Presidents Corner E;

By KB3ABY

There 1s a very old saying “Seek

and you shall find™ , if we abide by

this ancient proverb it doesn’t always

- _ hold true because of Human Nature,

cha _ or shall we say The Nature of us

z ""‘T\L@,{mﬁr Humans. For example, if you're a

SEHeE el you are continually on the alert

for the aloof, that rare one and then

finally onc day you get him. But it

doesn't stop there, (he hunt goes on

and you are off to look for the next

elusive DX country. Seek and ye
shall find.

If you're an active amaleur you use
= HF and VHF rigs on a daily basis and
s time goes on one sort o} gets into a rut and our actions beconie routine
over and over. On Uic other hand have you ever given thought to the
many olher facets our amateur radio hobby has to offer . It is of our own
choosing just how deeply ons wants to become invelved. Living in a
Democracy you can sit on your bult and watch others do the things we
are all privileged to enjoy. You can alse admire or criticize, or you can
“Seek and Find" the many other lhings available in our hobby. On lhe
other hand it is always nuch more fim when we take the time in doing all
those varied amateur related activities with other amateurs.

I for one enjoy Field Day. I alse like going to Hamfests with our club
members. I somelimes pick up a few bargains or gadgets and at times
come home empty handad. But 1 had the satisfuction and vpportunity of
having a good day out meeting and chalting with other amateur comrades.
You also have the opportunity to “Seek and Find” some good deals if

you know what you’re looking for and shop carcfully. To me, I get to
meet other amateurs and see what they are doing in the hobby. Those of |
the club members who attended the Eastern Permsylvania Section Family :
picnic at Knoebles grove will vouch it was very informative and we gét |
to meet with operators who spend most of their time with the National !
Truflic system handling radiogram messuges 1
There you have it in a nut shell. You have the chance to do many things |
to enjoy the hobby and much more. How about adding one more to the !
list and make it a point and effort to attend our monthly club meetings. !
We’d like to see what you look like,

With The ARES
By WY3K EC

1 hope all ARRL Field Organization members took the time o read
their latest edition of Field Forum Most especially the article which ;
appeared on the fronl page entitled  “Congress Acts to Protect '
Volunteers”. For the sake of those who do not have a Field Services
appointment (4sk the SM for info) and do not receive the publication ¢
Field Forum, I'll review some of the important parts.

In May of this year, both houses of Congress passed “The Volunteer
Protection Act of 19977 . What this means to our counly ARES -
members is, while working under the sponsorship of a qualified non-
profit organization or government agency, we will now be relieved of -
liability for hann caused, when ocling within the scope of our
responsibilities. Since many people are reluctant to volunteer their time
for fear of o lawsuit as a result of their involvement , the Velunteer

Clompraed Mo Hlag:

Our Changing Times
By W3TI
You may have noticed this issue of
Splatter and previous issues since the
Ground Hog Issuz there has been 2
drastic chenge in the format. Yes, -
Splaiter has had a face lift, It has
joined that great fraternity of those
wonderful  machines they call
“Computers”, Ugh ! ]
Some time ago we gave you a number
of sample print styles and sizes and
asked for your opinion regarding
which was the best and easier reading
on your part. Would you believe I got i
ziltch in return . I could have saved 77 T ;
the space and prict for better use. TROM WHERE WE SIT
What 1 gather from your response , or shall we say lack o1, you we
going to leave it up {o the editor, which means at tunes you might get

print we s s ae and sometimes hike this. It all depends
upon the attitude of ye editor at the time of printing,

Afler six month we are still in training trying to get the hang of it
which means you’ll never know what will be forthcoming in Splalter.
You know, sometimes I really wonder why I even bother you with all
this trivia . T even got to feel like Andy Rooney, “Who Cares “

Back in the 1950s when Splatter was first printed it was a club project
and printed every month. Yes, every month 5 or 6 members would drop
in at the QTH with typewriters and mimeograph masters would be laid
out printing a3 ligh as 8 end 10 pages . They were collated, folded,
stapled, addressed and postage applied ready for the pony express. All in
a Sunday afternoon. Splatter has been printed for more than 47 years.

In 1968 we retired the AB Dick mimeograph machine and went to
Xerox . Since then Splaller was laid out and edited by W3TI, printed by
K3NYX . Then we got a club president who took an interest and added
his comment via the “Presidents Commer”. An occasional item from
KB3ACD on “Car Korner” and NI3H on “How’s DX. This brought our
editorial staff'up to 20 %. WOW, we’re growing by leaps and bounds.

Ye editor has almost a half century of experience that can be related
to Amateur Radio. Which brings us to the punch line . What about YOU,
the members of the Association . If you take stock , take time out, begin
from the day your license was first extracted from the mail box and

Thiok, yea, Thimk abeut all that has transpired since that point in
time. What about all that sweat and jungled nerves you went through.

A

‘ How about the rough time getting on the air, that first QSO. They call thal

experience . 1 bet if you started wititing you'd be surprised how quickly
you could fill z page of experiences . One page is all it takes to fill this
column. Thimk About It !

I’'m probably blowing into the wind and we’ll get the usual excuses.
“] can’t writ eny artikles, [ can’t speil to gud “ . You’ll never know
unless you tiy. Believe it or not I found out this ( ugh ) computer can’t
speill ether. We shall await with abated breath for your article, 73.
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The BIG Party

Omnee upon a long time lime ago there was a
very small country called Liltleish located
between Humongos and Bigmo. Littleish a
smal! but proud Democrucy had a head ofticial
similar to that of our president .

ST D TN e G Tt D e

One day the |

President of Littleish decided to hold a party I
and invited the whole populatien. He pulled !

out all the stops and had his staff plan and
prepare a large banquet with all kinds of
activity and  entertaimuent. He had his
secretary send  fornmal inviletions lo every
tiousshield, The party and banquet

plans got !

out of hand and was so enormous he decided to |

make it a two-day week end extravaganza

Then the first day of the gala event arrived.
The catering group set a lavish assortment of
food and refreslunents and in anticipation
waited for the people of Littleish to arrive and
enjoy the festivities. They waited, - and
waited, and waited some more but nobody
showed up.

The cuterers and waiters were disappointed
and tired of waiting and left . The President
gave a party for his people and nobody came
What went wrong ! Why didn't the people of
Littlzish attend such a lavish banquet 2 An
enormous amount of time sud money went into
its preparalio How could this have
happened 7 Did the citizens of Littleish loose
track of their dedication aad respect for their
country end its leadership 7  True, in a
Democracy, home and family take precedence,
their priorities come first before anything else
However, I doubt this could happen to the
whole country unless they were afflicled with
the Black Plague or Asian Flu. Maybe Bigmo
was giving away free fifty dollar bills . I guess
the President of Littleish will never know.

In another short story taken fom the “Big

Baok *, referring to the Sermon on the Mount. !

As the story relates,
traveled great distance just to hear the Creat
Man speak. As the day wore on it became
evident those attending had not coms prepared,

literally lhundreds |

never mindful they might become hungry. One |
voung lad who had traveled a long way Liad the

forethought of bringing, a small sack of foed, 2

few small fish and some cakes of bread We
all know how the story ends, but the point we -

would like to hammer home iz “Preparation”
The lad had prepared for his welfere on the

jouruey and was willing to share it with olhers. |

There you have it all in a nut shell. Team
work, respect, dedication, and preparation.

The officers of the Tamagua Wireless !

Associution and the 1997 Ticld Day committee

went all out to set up and prepare for a

fantastic Field Day exercise . But NOBODY
came. The crew in charge of antznnas, agd
equipment prepared for the usual two station
setup. But NOBODY came. Those in charge
of the food and refreshment were very
disappointed and left early, because NOBODY
came. The small, but dedicated group were
very disappointed because, NOBODY CAME.

boLWYL AN VL Laxams

The Tamnagua Wireless Association
Volunteer exam team gives Amateur Radio
license examinations four times a year. The
next exam session will be held on Saturday
August 2ud at the Tamaqoa Municipal building
320 IEast Broad sireet, Tamaqua International
Morse code lests begin at 9 am. followsd by

the written elements for Novice class,
Technician, General, Advanced and Extra
class.

Anyone who wishes lo take any of the above

listed tests are remindad to bring some forn of

persenal identification , pen and pencil. Myou
are going for an up-grade exam you must have
your original Amateur radio license and a
Xorex copy, in addition to a copy ef any CSCE
certificales,

The FCC 610 application forms wre
availuble at the test session. For additional
miorm"lmn cont'\cl WS 1"I or WYBE\_

ARES Continuad

Frotection Act should alleviate some of that
fear. Please keep in mind this Act 15 stili
awailing the signature of the President and
wdil  the  legal  community is  finished
interpreting and debating the inlent of this
legislation, we should not assume that we are
automatically covered. As the connty ARES
Emergency Coordinator, I'll be keeping close
tabs on ils progress and provide updates as
they become available . The good news is we
are moving forward ion our thinking and
recognizing the lnportance of the volunteer.
While on the subject of voluuteers, we
certainly can use some additional operators on
our ARES teurn.  We currently have 13 good
operstors who have registered and on the
roster. [ suggest we stut an enrollment
campaign. I would appreciate if cach member
would work toward recruiling one additiona!
member over the next several months. I have a
suflicient supply of applications forns aud can
ee that every member receives a few copies

In closing, 1 want to remind everyons of

some additional interesting reading in your
latest edition of QST. Take a glance at the
1996 Simulated Emergency Test (SET) results.
Reading through the summary of tesl scoras,
notice the  Schuylkill  county  ARES
organization listing. Although cur score was a
bit on the low sids, I'in sure everyons who
allended the event will agree it was o fun type
leamning experience . October will be
before know, so lel’s increase our
membership, continue to train and get ready
for areal teat of our ubilities come this fall.

apa

We

THE PERIL OF GREETING A
MNO-CODE TECH OM THE

HIGHI.UAY Fo 1k i T é

Behind the Diamond

By W3TI

In the early part of June we spent three days
al ARRL leadquarters in Newington for a
Section Manegers seminar.  Behween sessions
I had the oppertunity to drop off some DXCC

¢ Q3L’s und met with Bart Jahnke W91 the
© ARRL VEC und liad a lengthy discussion on

HE KEPT BLOWIN | HIS HOAH ! BELP DETP BLEr BEEP-RRIZ 3377
AT ME, AHD | waskT EVEN | M WY !

volunteer exam technique
problems experienced while administering
exams. Bat agrees it has become to easy for
someone to declwe a distbility and have a
doctor sign a waiver for taking any merse cods
test. Today there are nany getting a Haun
ticket Ly fulsilying their 610 applicalion.

It was confirmizd, un applicant claiming a
disability waiver is slill required to pass the
five word per minute code test and pass the
written elements for the class license applied
for. We also agreed il they were able to pass
the 5 WPM fest, with a little more effort on
their part they could be able to pass the 13
WPM test

Locking to the future, there are some changes
i the works which will make it much more
difficult to get that license via the doctors
waiver. Having taught Novice clusses since
1960 1 have mere than 250 thal have passed
their code test and to date many of them made
the statement * I can’t memorize the code”,
“I’I never pass the code test “, “T have tin ear
and can’t gel the code™. Getting them to think
positive was the hard part of the instruction
Today the greater percentage of those students
are now Advanced or Extra class.

As one who hias held the Extra class since
1959 1 may have formed an attimude, if a
dummy like me can do it so can someone else.
The way I see i, a lazy or negative attitude is
no excuse for one to take the easy way oul,
That seems to be the philosophy today, we
want the big pay check but don’t want to some
eflurt inte working for it

Ou another item, our EC Bill WY3K covered
the Volunteer Liability info, passed by
cougress , in another article in this bulletin.
The complete text is in August QST.

Since April we held successfil meetings
with the County EC’s, alse a Section Club
Forumn . Over 33 %% of the Amateur Clubs in
the section were represented but noticed only
T W A was the only representation for
Schuylkill County.

The Schuylkill county ARES nat which meets
every Tuesday is still in need for au Official
Bulletin Station appointment. EC WY3K and 1
try to keep the county amateur {aternity
informed but there are times when we are
unable to make nat times,

Those waiting to gel new cull letlers of their
choosing, August 6 the FCC will open Gate 3
for Vanity Call signs. The cost is 3 30.00 and
the FCC 610 V application is available from
this oflice. ’

PLEASE NOTE On September 15 the
Vanity Cull price will be changed to $ 50.00

To date we altended six Hamfests and have
about five more to go. A very successful
Section pienic was held at Kposbels Grove
and reservations are being made for another
next year. T i o

and some of the



The BIG Party

Once upon a long iime time ago there was a
very small country called Littleish located
beiween Humongos and Bigmo. Littleish a
small but proud Democracy had a head official
similar to that of our president . One day the
President of Littleish decided to hold a party
and invited the whole population. He pulled
out all the stops and had his staff plan and
prepare a large banquet with all kinds of
activity and emtertainment. He had his
secretary send formal invitations to every
houseliold. The party and banquet plans got
out of hand and was so enormous he decided to
make it a two-day week end extravaganza.

Then the first day of the gala event arrived.
The catering group set a lavish assortment of
food and refreshments and in anticipation
_waited for the people of Littleish to arrive and
enjoy the festivities. They waited, -~ and
waited, and waited some more but nobody
showed up.

The caterers and waiters were disuppointed
and tired of waiting and left . The President
gave a party for his people and nobody came
.What went wrong ! Why didn’t the people of
Littleish attend such a lavish banquet ? An
enormous amount of time and money went into
its preparation. ~ How could this have
happened ? Did the citizens of Littleish loose
track of their dedication and respect for their
comntry and its leadership ? True, in a
Democracy, home and family take precedence,
their priorities come first before anything else

However, I doubt this could happen to the |
whole country unless they were afflicted with
the Black Plague or Asian Flu. Maybe Bigmo !
was giving away free fifty dollar bills . I guess |

the President of Littleish will never know.

In another short story taken from the “Big
Book *, referring to the Sermon on the Mount.
As the story relates, literally hundreds
traveled great distance just to hear the Greal
Man spegk. As the day wore on it became

evident those attending had not come prepared, .
never mindful they might become hungry. One |

young lad who had traveled a long way bad the

forethought of bringing a small sack of foed, a |
few small fish and some cakes of bread. We .
all know how the story ends, but the point we |
would like to hammer home is “Preparation” |

The lad had prepared for his welfare on the

journey and was willing to share it with others. |

There you have it all in a nut shell. Team

work, respect, dedication, and preparation.
The officers of the Tamagua Wireless

Association and the 1997 Ficld Day committee

went all out to set up and prepare for a
fantastic Field Day exercise . But NOBODY

came. The crew in charge of antennas, and
equipment prepared for the usual two station
setup. But NOBODY came. Those in charge
of the food and refreshment were very
disappointed and left early, becanse NOBODY
came. The small, but dedicated group were
very disappointed becanse, NOBODY CAME.

T.W. A VE Exems
The Tamagua Wireless Association
Volunteer exam team gives Amateur Radio
license examinations four times a year. The
next exam session will be held on Saturday
August 2nd at the Tamagua Municipal building
3720 East Broad strect, Tamaqua. International

Morse code lests begin at 9 am. followed by

the written elements for Novice class,
Technician, General, Advanced and Exira
class.

Anyone who wishes to take any of the above
listed tests are reminded to bring some form of
personal identification , pen and pencil. If you
are going for an up-grade exam you must have
your original Amateur radio license and a
Xerox copy, in addition to a copy of any CSCE
certificates.

The FCC 610 application forms are
available at the test session. For additional
information contact W3TI or WY3KL

ARES Continued

Protection Act should alloviate some of that
fear, Please keep in mund this Act is still
awaiting the signature of the President and
until  the legal community is finished
interpreting and debating the intent of this
legislation, we should not assume that we are
automatically covered. As the county ARES
Emergency Coordinator, I’1l be keeping close
tabs on ils progress and provide updates as
they become available . The good news is we
are moving forward in our thinking and
recognizing the importance of the volunteer.

While on the subject of voluuteers, we
certainly can use some additional operators on
our ARES team. We currently have 13 good
operators who have registered and on the
roster. 1 suggest we start an enrollment
campaign. [ would appreciate if each member
would work toward recruiting one additional
member over the next several months. I have a
sufficient supply of applications forms aud can
see that every member receives a few copies.

In closing, | want to remind everyons of
some additional interesting reading in your
latest edition of QST. Take a glance at the
1996 Simulated Emergency Test (SET) results,
Reading through the summary of test scores,
notice  the  Schuylkill county ARES
organization listing. Although our score was a
bit on the low side, I'm sure everyone who
altended the event will agree it was a fin type
learning experience . October will be here
before we know, so let's increase our
membership, continue to train and get ready
for a real tent of our abilitier come this fall.
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RBehind the Diamond
' By W3Tl

In the early part of June we spent three days
at ARRL headquarters in Newington for a
Section Managers seminar. Between sessions
I had the opportunity to drop off some DXCC
QSL’s and met with Bart Jahnke W9IT the
ARRL VEC and had a lengthy discussion on
volunteer exam technique and some of the
problems experienced while administering
exams. Bart agrees it has become to easy for
someone to declare a disability and have a
doctor sign a waiver for taking any morse code
test. Today there are many getting a Ham
ticket by falsifying their 610 application.

It was confirmed, an applicant claiming a

disability waiver i still required to pass the
. five word per minute code test and pass the

written elements for the class license applied
for. We also agreed if they were able to pass

" the 5 WPM test, with a little more effort on

their part they could be able to pass the 13
WPM test

Looking to the future, there are some changes
in the works which will make it much more
difficult to get that license via the doctors
waiver. Having tanght Novice classes since
1960 I have more than 250 that have passed
their code test and to date many of them made
the statement “ I can’t memorize the code”,
“I’ll never pass the code test ©, “T have tin ear
and can’t get the code”. Getling them to think
positive was the hard part of the instruction.
Today the greater percentage of those students
are now Advanced or Extra class.

As one who has held the Extra class since
1959 1 may have formed an aftitude, if a
dummy like me can do it so can someone else.
The way I see it, a lazy or negative attitude is
no excuse for one to take the easy way oul
Thal seems to be the philosophy today, we
want the big pay check but don’t want to some
effort into working for it.

On another item, our EC Bill WY3K covered
the Volunteer Liability info, passed by
congress , in another article in this bulletin
The complete text is in Augnst QST.

Since April we held successfil meetings
with the County EC’s, also a Section Club
Forum . Over 33 % of the Amateur Clubs in
the section were represented but noticed only

. T W A was the only representation for

Schuylkill County.
The Schuylkill county ARES net which meets
every Tuesday is still in need for an Official

Bulletin Station appointment. EC WY3K and I
try to keep the county amatour fraternity
informed but there are times when we are
unable to make nef times.

Those waiting lo get new call letlers of their
choosing, August 6 the FCC will open Gate 3
for Vanity Call signs. The cost is $ 30.00 and
the FCC 610 V application is avalable from
this office.

PLEASE NOTE On September 15 the
Vanity Call price will be changed to $ 50.00

To dafe we attended six Hamfests and have
about five more to go. A very successful
Section picni¢ was held at Knoebels Grove
and reservations are being made for another
next year. T ) ’



