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Volunteers Anyone - - -

It's surprizing to see the
expression on a club members face
when you ask , Jerry how about
writing an article for next rnonths
i club bulletin . {Answer), Waaa |
= _ |Who me 7 I recall an old
= Pennsylvania Dutch saying, " It
wonders me ", why does an active
— - radic club such as ours have sv
many rnermbers who are reluctant
to put a few of their thoughts ,
experiences, or ideas on paper and
share them with their fellow
colleagues. Really, one need not
be a college graduate to write a
short story or put a few ideas on
paper about some of your wvaried
arnateur radio experiences. ¢

In the Tew wyears | have been an If you notice, there are even non-amateur items in "Splatter”,
Amateur |, | noticed a phenomena that is ! They all help to make a club paper with wvariety. Sometires
Just sz predictsble as the sun-spol | interesting - - sometirnes not te your taste but te an editor it
cucles and it has nothing to do with | helps fill the pages. If we would take full advantage of the one
[::F','jp ﬁ:ﬂ?.t'u,TaiE “"“Bi?.f?';‘cf_] ’3;.‘:'”"3*-_ of | full ounce weight for a first class mailing, our bulletin conld be as
further, stop and think for&: :":";m‘::’t' laxge as seven and two/thirds pages of interesting club news. The
and zee if you know of any phenomena | 16Tt over one/third is for the mailing address. I can never recall
of a simalar neture . Here is a clue , | that our SPLATTER was ever that large.

Remember, it has nothing to da with A laxge format is produced for each page and is then reduced in
y lechnical sspect of Arnateur Radio , | size in order to squeeze more print onto each page. In so doing, it
E'i;,ﬁ‘:p“::,"m{:fgl?fe‘;?j”’inh;':?gegait‘?"‘Ld means that we get one and a half pages reduced to the size of a -
agr;c. ’ Y typ_ewritter s_i;'.e sheet . Henceforth, if we ever did get enough

Think back to when you rirst | @rticles to print seven full pages from our master sheets, would
received your ameteur radic license, if | mean a bulletin equal to more than twelve pages.
that i3 1o far to remember just think. Think of it, twelve pages of bulltin squeezed onto seven . There
of a lime more recent that 15 fresh in | s only ONE PROBLEM . We would need lot’sa articles to print. a
rL-I«:?w-;-lﬂEr .:}frrg':'r'-i- “'33"3" n ban 4oy | pulletin that size. What ever happened to our "DX Column”,

mwener sums of the call sians of | ¢omeone said they wonld handle the "Swap or Sell” items, where

some of  the hams that weré active " : ]
en . How many of those hams ore |8f¢ they. How abeut the "Back yard fence telegraph” , there are

THE
PRESIDENTS

By WY3K

still active today. | bet you can count | Inwmerable possibilities for other columns in the bulletin to help
the number on one hand . So what | fill those twelve pages.
happened 1o all those once very active’ There is one rub, the club president, editor and printer cannot

;;E EE:-T?;&?"cJ;f,K?:ﬁ; . ?:ai 'thu: : 1;;5 do it all alone. Cur "Splatter” 1= published about four or five times
of the sun-apot cycle , once acr;ive a year. This means we only have three months to prepare for the
hama slowly disappear with time . It jo | next edition. Type them up, compose them so they fit on each page.
safe to say the only difference is thet | Fill in the holes with cartoons and other wery short items and if
good propagation conditions will return | the article won’t fit on one page find space for a continued column.
1t~h| the atart of the next cycle , while, I've heard or read sornewhere being an editor requires 40 %
'r:::-;vﬂ'l‘f J:ﬁ‘?t': U“_';E active people will inspiration and ©0 % perspiration. The 60 ® comes from the
i iz o rl??lg‘a?‘erg why some hama | rustration and wonderment as to where the heck we’ll get enuff
. A B o - .. 'y e
leave the hobby . R is understandable | items te fill the next edition. What say fellas and gals, let’s help
hovwr family matiers or an individuals the editorial staff reduce that 60 % t0 20 &
jolr must teke precedence . But what As an incentive for you to write your Hrst article there are a
about the ham who just looses interest. | few guidlines that we follow . We do not reproduce iterms from
With all there to do in this diverse | QST unless it is of an urgent nature to get the information to our
members. We do not rehash our club minutes. The secretaries
recoxds are open at all timmes for members to read if they should be
absent frora an iraportent meeting. If we borrow an article from
another club bulletin it is given the writers byline as courtesy.

Continued next page




It’s been more than five raohths
that TWA has had a member who
is connected as an ARRL official,
If wyon  noticed he  still
ackaowledged the fact that he is
only one of the members of the
club and does what the secretary
of & club is supposed to do. While
writing this colwwn  there has
been some wery disturbing news
at which c¢lub membera should
tale heed.

The incident regarding the
commmericials trying to get into
our 2 meter band had taken us by
surprise, [f yon sat back and let
Tom and Hearry write all the
letters to FCC , please don’t
shout when and if it comes to
pags. Above all, put a clamper on
those on the  hara  bends
soreeming that we are going to
loze the 2 wmeter band. Quench
those whe are spreading the
rurners . wuch is not the case. If it
does happen it will be on o shared
basis. There is only ONE BIG
problexa in this sheceing.

Coraraercial enticles have no
regard for purity of gignals and
erission. - They will bring all
kinds of crud inte ocur portion of
the Amateur apectrnrn

Regarding Vanity Calls, Gate
2 will be opened on Sept. 22 at
which time TWA will make
application for @ new club call
Amny raember wishing inforration
ot FCC form §10-% need only
aak. We hawe all the necessary
forma end how to complete them.

By now you should have heard

the startling news FCC has just

dumped on  the
Fraternity.
RF Safey guidelines, -
started in 1980 as a California

Amareunr Radio
I refer to the new,
What

doctors brain storm and picked vp!

by a reportér on the Chicagzo
Tribune has now mushroomed to
the point  that even the FCC
belisves  that radiation from a
radio  transmitter’s antenna is
dangerovs to your heslth . It's
okey to smoke cigarettes but
don’t stand vnder wour 75 meter
dipole else you’ll begin to glow in
the dark :

The league doesn’t believe this
balderdash  but  toe  save face
agreed to add five extra questions
to the Amateur exam question

pool . Should this rule rcome to
pass it shall require ewvery

amatenr  station
than 50 swatts to hawve regular
radiarion checks, This testing
equipment only costs sornesvhere
i the neighborhood of 900 bucks.

running  rmore

code.

you contact me.

Tlie Kar-Korner R i

by: JelTKB3ACB

In the first edition of this column, I described how to retrieve “luult codes™ lrom Ford’s
Electronic Control Assembly. I hope this was of some help. Now | would like to explain this
same procedure for General Motors and Chrysler Corporation vehicles. These systems are very
simple, but the tests are not quite as informative as Ford’s,

On GM cars and trucks, the test conneelor is u single rectangulur 12 pin plug and is
usually located directly under the dash panel on the drivers side inside the vehicle. Now that
you've found it take a short jumper wire or paper clip, connecet it between pins 5 and 6 (see
illustration) and turn the ignition on but don’t start it.. After a few seconds your “Check Engine”
light will g0 out and begin to flash a number of times pause and then Nash again. Count the
number of flashes each time, put the two numbers together, and, once again, you will have a two
digit “faull code”. For example, the light flashes once, pauses, and then {lashes three times.
You now have a code 13 - open oxypen sensor circuit,

Now, il you thought that was casy, let’s try a Chrysler. All you have to do is cycle the
ignition key on and off twice then turn it on again and leave it on. Don’t crank or start the motor
at any time during this procedure. Now, unlike GM, Chrysler decided to give different names
for there “Check Engine” light depending on the vehicle. For example, on a Dodge Dynasly the
“Check I'ngine” light will flash, however, on a Chrysler Lebaron the “Power Loss™ will flash.
So, basiclly watch for a light to (lash and just follow the same steps as before for a two digit

In the articles to follow, I will go over tests and procedures for some of the more

common “fault codes™. 1 will not, however, go over the retricval of codes from foreign cars
since they are so numerous, but I may be able to show you the procedures for most of them il

" Corrections and/or Additions

will begin.

the future of this column.

Rule Changes

For those members who dao
not ettend meetings on &
regular  basis  please be
inforrned a few items have
been added to our bylaws.

Tn March 15 it was voted
unanamously to incorporate a
Fanily membership in the club,
Where there is rmore than one
licenised holder in the farily,
one mernher
usual annuel membership fee
of ten dollars ($10.00).
Additicnel license halders cen
join the Asseciation for ¥ 2.00
a wear with full wvoteing
priveledges and can hold office.
This farily mmembership will
run  coinsident  with  the
regular  mernbership  dues
pavable Januery 1st each year.

The following ez woted
wpon et the August 16
rmeeting and made a part of

the record.

The Volunteer Exam fee of
$6.05 will be paid for by the
Tamaqua  Wireless  Assn
whenever any rmemhber up-
grades from any clasg to a
higher grade of licenze.

In my last article, I mentioned that you can do a cylinder balance test on Fords, but
neglected to tell you how to activale this test. With the engine still running wait for ten seconds
alter your last code has been recicved. Then lightly press and relcase then throttle. Now the test

As stated before your questions and suggestions will be appreciated and are needed for

shall pay the .

because

For example;
(1) Going from Technician te a
Teck + requires elements 1a,
the 5 words per rminute code
test. This is an up-grade.
(2). Going from Teck =+ to
General class requires
elements 1b, 13 WPM code
and the 3b written test.
(31 Going from Advenced to
Extra requires 1c, 20 WPM
code test and 4b written test.
Passing only one of these
elements does not cornprise an
upgrade in license claas

Going  from  Teneral to
Advanced clasz is en upgrede
there iz only one
element 4a to be passed.

o ——

The next issue of ST should
have quite an article on the izssue.

“The Telephone company is urging people
to please not use the telephone unless
it is absolutely necessary in order to
keep the Tlines open for emergency
personnel. We'll be right back after
this break to give away a pair of Phil
Collins concert tickets to caller
number 96"

An announcement made by a Los Angeles
DJ after the 1990 earthquake.




TRAENQUN HIRELESS NSSO0CIATION

NENDPERSHEIF LIST

Extra 7 - Adwance 2 - General

6 = Teck + &

IEZR0) T+ Allen R. Breiner , Jr. 127 Market Street Tarnaqua, 1825¢
LJ3TH % Allen R, Brainai, Si. 212 Raca Streat Tamaqua, 18252
K3MB H Dowve Buans 12 M. Balliet 5t. Frackwille, 1w
K3KHL A Milze Cuttic 750 klast Pina 5t Frackville, 179u
HIZH »  Dave Christ 486 Pina St, Tamaqua, 18252
EA2ldGF K Jim Graver 327 Thirwell Ave. Hazleton, fazal
KA3kIGE A Albert Larichiuta RD 1, Box 100 Mew Ringgold 17360
KE3ABY 6 Anthony Sfarca Si. RD 2, Box 235 New Ringgold 17960
KB3ACB T+ Jeffiey Kunkel 462 Aclington St Tamagua, 18252
1<A3FUL G Gony Fleichut 263 MHorweigion 5t Pottsville, 1w2e1
VIA3cl 2 llilliarn Petiey 138 Park Place Mahanoy City, 17348
EB3ATA G Dowvid Olsen P.D. Box 2156 Haz leton, 18201
Y3 " William Dale, § | RO #3 Box 56 Tomagqua, faes2
K3MZ0 T+ Euvelyn Breiner 212 Race 5t. Tamaqua, 18252
EEZAYY T+ Edward Boernar 216 Penn St Tamagua, 18252
MILEM T+ fAndy Catchmark RD #2 Box 2725 Pottsville, 17981
FR3CD T+ Ed Sheganoski P.0, Box 92 Maiz eville, 17949
FSHHH G Andy Hitzal RO 4 Box 4625 Pottsvilla 17961
HEZYUWI G Russ Stevenson RD 1 .Bahundy Orwigsburg 17961
FA3SID & Rew kuyne Benack 120 E Ridge 5t Coaldale 18218
BZHLW K Edward Russzell 913 Mt Hope Ave Pottsville 17981

Somebodys Dead

By . W3TI

.Recall inithe 1995 Fire Cracker 13sue
we 1old you eboutl four people named
Cwerybody, Sornsbody, MHobody end Anybody.
and when there was a club project or
frmportant job to be done, Everybody was
sure that Somebody would do it. Anybody
could have dons it but Nobody did it

when Mobody did it Ewverybody got
angry  becayse it was a job for ewvery
mcraber to do but Nobody realized that no
one in the club would do it

So it ended up that Everybody blamned
Somebody when Mobody did what Anybody
could have done in the first place.

‘we have just learned that Somebody
bercame a Silent Key.  His passing will
create a vaconcy which shall be difficult
1o reploce. Somebody had been with us for
many years and did more for the club than
ary normal members share of the work.
‘whenaver there was a job to do only one
name came up. Let Somebody do it
Somebody was a wonderTul guy, sometimes

appearing superhuman. But a person can,

anly do so much. I the truth were told we
all expected too much Trom Somebody. But
now Somebody iz gone. He left us with a
wonderful example to follow. Who will fill
the void 7

with only three remaining to do the
work, Anybedy end Everybody come to the
conclusion they would leave it up to Hobody

V E Exam Session

The next Exam session of the Tamaqua

V E team will be held Saturday November

2 at the Tamaqua Municipal building 9

a.m. This is your chance to take
advantage of the new club rules. Get an
up-grade and get your $ 6.05 refunded
From T W A.

Calendar of Bvents
By W3ZRQ

The month of September is usually a
rest period for TWA member. There are a
few of our members that assist with the
Schuylkill Motor cycle Enduro race to
be held September 15. 1If you can spare;
a [ew hours, contact Bill-Russ WB2YVW
and get on the list.

? Another ARRL ?

e  Glenn Baxter’s "American Amateur
Radio Association” (AARA) is about to
get off the ground. The "for profit” business
will be promoted during an on-air IARN bull-
etin service segment to be known as the Amer-
fcan Amateur Radio Forum (AARF) as well
as through a monthly newsletter called the
American Amateur Radio Digest (AARD).

A July 16" “Working paper” says "AARA
is the liberal party in amateur radio and will
market amateur radio directly to the public
nationwide through talk show appearances
and other creative methods... AARA represents
all those who are not members of ARRL, and
we, therefore, represent the majority of radio
amateurs.”

AARA is in the process of hiring an Exec-
utive Director (it won’t be KIMAN) and
an August kick off is anticipated. The Execu-
tive Director will line up talk show guests,
edit the AARD and appear weekly on the
AARF.

In addmon, the Executive Director will
establish AARAs field organization (consist-
ing of State Directors and Section Managers)
and recruit AARA club affiliations (especially
schools) and individual memberships.

"AARA Is an equity based business. It
will eventually be incorporated and there may
be a public offering of AARA stock to raise
several million dollars necessary to carry out
+ our long term business and marketing plan.”

There will also be two non-profit sub
groups called FAAR (the Foundation for
the Advancement of Amateur Radio) and

FAAR will scek grants and corporate spon-
sor ships to fund various worthwhile projects;

its membership in impartant regulatory matters.

AARC, the American Amateur Radio Council. |!

AARC, an advocacy group, will represent .

How to be popular at a hamfest

by Dave, NZIE

1) Always browse againsl the normal flow of

traflic.

2.) Never pul asking price signs on your gear, then

tell your wife to  walch the table for a while...and
there's the fun part...disappear,

3.) Amble up lo a table where someone is just
about to buy an ilem and  mumble that you just
sold one of those, in beller shape, for hall  of that
price. ’

4.) Never bring the manuals for anything you're
selling...lell prospective  buyers that you forgot
the manual, but il's somewhere (everything is
isomewhere) bul you'll send it as soon as you can.
:Besides, they won't need the manual because eve-
{rything is so obvious. Make 'em feel really dumb
Ifor even asking, _

6.) Offer everyone aboul one-lenth of what they're
tasking for anything, then, when they're good and
]hurc walk away mumbling you wouldn't  want it
.anyway because it's in really bad shape.

'6.) Tell all prospeclive buyers that there's a slight
problem with this  unit, but it's no doubt just a
bad solder joint, it's just thal you haven't had the
Lime Lo dig inlo il...no matller what the problem
might actually be.

7.) Never, never brush the dust ofl of a piece of
gear that you're trying lo sell...dust, grime and fin-
ger prints give equipment  "characler”.

8.) Pile everything you have lo sell into one big box,
withoul any  protection for the individual items.
Deep gouges and plenty of scratches also give
equipment "character”...tell 'em that if they com-
ment on it.

9.) Stand around and talk to your friends in front of
the most popular * table, then act annoyed if any-
one asks that you move a bit because  they'd like
lo see what's on the table. Make some personal
comments  aboul them to really "top it off". If
you're Lhe seller, become - deeply engrossed in
talking to another seller next to you and act an-
noyed il a buyer tries lo inlerrupl with questions
on an ilem...answer disgusledly and go right back
to talking with the other person.

10.) Always claim that you just look Lhis piece out
of service and that it was working [ine...even il
il's been in your garage for 7 years and looks that
way.

LET'S SEE WHAT THE DOOK SAYS--= MAYDE
SOME OF THESE RADIALS ! '. e

October starts out with the SET !

exercises under the leadership of our,7, we start at 6 p.m. -Park behind the
worthy Emergency Coordinator WY3K. Give |borough building again.

a listen around the 2 meter repeaters| Our final activity for the year is
on October 12-13 and get in on the |[the Amual Christmas party. Mark the
action. October 29 is our usual fling |calendar NOW for December 14. If I
with the Lions Club and the Tamagua |recall it was decided to hold it at the
Halloween parade. The parade starts at same location as last year.




Some ™ Good Stuff " abount the F. C . C.

The following news item was gleaned from the W5YI report. Ye editor knew there was some chicanery
that time frame. He also knew some of those personally whose call was forfeit but
didn't know the complete story. We got our two Tetter call during
paragraph between the arrows). Read on, this is a very enlightening article.

within the FCC during

the program of July 1, 1976. ( See the

History of amateur radio call signs

In 1938, the Commission published its first Rule
applicable to the assignment of Amaleur radio slation call
signs. It provided that *Amateur stalion calls will be
assigned in regular order and special requests will not be
considered.” Exceplions were provided for the assign-
menl of a specific call sign 1o the lalest holder or a pre-
vious holder of the call sign, or lo an Amateur organiza-
tion in memoriam to a deceased member who had form-
erly lield the call sign, or to a stalion connected wilh an
cvent of general public interest.

In 1046, the language of this Rule was changed to
provide that =...the calls of amaleur stations will be
assigned systematically by the Commission.” In addition
10 the previous exceplions, the Rule was medified lo per-
_mit the assignment of one non-specific two letter call sign
to a pravious holder of a two lelter call sign.

No substantive changes occurred in this Rule until
1967, when a provision was added lo permil the assign-
ment of a non-specific two leller call sign o an Amaleur
Exira class licensee who had been licensed for 25 years
or more. (Applicants could not select a specific call sign
unless they had formerly held the requested call sign.)

In 1968, the FCC established new Part 87 Rules en-
liled “Policies and procedures applicable (o assignment
of call signs.* This Rule provided that a basic station
would be assigned the *...same lype® of call sign upon
madifying 1o a different call sign area, a holder of a*1x3"
would receive another *1x3", elc. [Editor's Nole: We were
fist licensed as WINTK in the early 1950%s ...and later
received WSUTT under this provision.] The Rule also
provided that *._licensees would not be assigned specilic
call signs of their choice or counterpart call signs (call
signs wilh identical suffix letllers.) “One-by-twa" and
"one-by-three" were also deemed lo be “preferred call
signs.”

% On July 1, 1976, the Rules were modified lo provide
that *...licensees would nol be assigned specific call signs
or counterpart call signs...", excepl in accordance with a
schedule for the selection of specific *1x2" call signs by
cerlain Extra Class licensees with varying degrees of
tonure. [We received W3T! under this Rule.] Any Exira
class licensee who had been a licensed Amaleur for 25
years or more could select (and list in order of 4
preference) specific *1x2* call signs.

Cifeclive January 1, 1977, anyone who had held an
Arnateur Extra class license since prior lo July 2, 1974,
could select a “1x2* call sign. And effective April 1, 1977
Exlra closs amateurs licensed prior Lo July 1, 1976,
became eligible. And finally, on July 1, 1977, any
Amateur Extra class licensee could select a prized *1x2"
call sign.

This phase-in schedule expanded upen and replac-
ed the previous rule provision for the assignment of nan-
specific two lelter call signs to Exira class licensees who
had been licensed more than 25 years,

Numerous Public Bulletins were released by the
FCC at various times lo publicize these Rules and lo fur-
ther explain the Commission's procedures for assigning
Amateur radio slalion call signs.

On February 23, 1978, the FCC amended the ama-
teur station call sign assignment system as follows!

a) call signs will be assigned cn a syslemalic basis;
b} no reques!s will be granted for a specific call sign;
¢} the FCG will issue public announcements detailing
any changes to these procedures.
On March 30, 1978, the Personal Radio Division issued a
News Helease which nolified the public hat all prior
Commissian Amateur call sign palicies and procedures
had been canceled and replaced. Secondary, RACES,
repealer, Club and military recreation station call signs
were abolished. :
Various categories of call signs were established
which made up he so-called “Group Gall Sign System.”
It remains 1 affect loday. Licensees were permilled lo
request non-specific call signs from particular calegories
depending upon Ihe class of their operator licenses.
{Group A went lo lhe Extra class, Group B lo Advanced,
Group C 1o Technician/General and Group D, Novice.}
The higher the class, the shorler (and supposedly the
more desirable) the slation call sign, The News Release
strongly stated thal requests for specific call signs would
no longer be honored, period!

-

That's what the call sign Rules said...

But that is not what really had happened over the
years, FCC employees were receiving preferential call
signs olher than through the "systematic assignment”
system that had been in effect for some thirty years. On
December 2, 1977, letters were sent to 239 Commission
employees who were also licensed ham operators.

The lelier slated that the FCC had received informa-
tion that some employees “...had obtained their Amateur
slation call signs inconsistent with the Commission's
Rules.” Thirty-six FCC employees had received call
signs which were contrary to the “syslemalic® assign-

ment provision in the Rules. Among them were Arthur H.

Feller who received WAART and Frank L. Rose who got
W3RO. Even the Bureau Chief, Charies A. Higginboth-
am received a call sign containing his initials, W3CAH
_..which he subsequenlly submitled for cancellation.

To obtain a *special” call sign, FCC employees sim-
ply altached a note to a Form 610 applicalion indicaling
their call sign cholce or type of call sign wanted. The
requests were directed lo and were acted upon by one
Richard C. Zeigler, a len year supervisor al the FCC's
Gellysburg, Pennsylvania Amateur Seclion.

Zeigler felt that Commission employees who held
Amateur lickels deserved good ham calls and he lried lo
accommodale them. He received no consideration of
any kind in connection with making these call sign
assignments. The praclice was apparently a long, long
standing one which predaled Zeigler's employment wilh
the Commission. '

Zeigler also did call sign “favors” for persons who
had never been employed by the Commission and who
ware nol acquainlances of employees, His action on the
requests depended upon how the persons impressed
him. According to FCC records, Prose Walker (WaBW),
then lhe Chief of the FCC's Amateur and Cilizen's Divi-
sion also on occasion instrucled Zeigler to issue or "flag-
and-hold® specific call signs for prominent Amaleurs or
organizations.

A station on board an aircrafl carrier requesled and

recelved WA4USN. The Capitol Hill Amaleur Radio Club

localed in the U.S. Senale got WIUSS; the Depariment
of State ARC got W3DOS. W1USA and W2USA went lo
military stations: the United Mations ARC got K2UN
...and so forth,

Even farmer FCC Commissioners gol into the act
and helped the Boy Scouts of America oblain K2BSA.
Teslimony revealed that one FCC bureau chief had an
Exlra class ham ticket issued 1o himsell in 1969 withoul
examinalion even though his license had expired some
thirly years prior. He granted himself a waiver. And an
FCC Chairman direcled the Amaleur Division lo issue
several upgrades without examination ta deserving ama-
teurs. There was even an inslance where an FCC ama-
teur applications processor al Gellysburg issued a tickel
to himsell wilhout examination. (It too was laler can-
celed.) )

Allhough not according to the rules, providing call
sign “favors” ...and lo a lessor exlent, awarding up-
grades or new licenses withoul examinalion became
moare or less an accepled praclice. Various FCC people
were simply lrying to accommodale people that they feit
were deserving.

Zeigler was employed al the FCC/Geltysburg when
all of this was going on and he began doing “favars™ on
his own. He apparently fell it was an acceplable praclice
since policy and procedure *deviations® by higher-ups
were widespread, As a general rule, no money ar con-
sideralion was given. Dul the invesligation record does
show that in some cases he received small gifts and
small amounts of cash ($10 or $20.)

From the frying pan into the firel

Then it got messy. Real massyl An indianapalis,
Indiana handicapped Amateur by the name of Robert W.
Kirkham who Zeigler had helped (by upgrading his
license to Advanced without examinalion) requested
special call sign assignments lor five persons. And there
is reason to believe that some of these people may have
given or donated monay 1o Kirkham lo receive a call
sign. All of a sudden the line was crossed! And *favors”

i

more closely resembled selling licenses and call signs.
On June 14, 1976, the FBI enlered the picture and
| determined that Kirkham was arranging - in some in-
| slances for money, goods or services ~ for the impraper

. i issuance of Amaleur licenses thraugh Zeigler. Mone of

| the proceeds were senl to Zeigler, however.

| Ultimately three or four dozen Amaleurs received

| “[ayors” from Zeigler through Kirkham who received
money (up 1o $200) or other things of value for his help.

, Zeigler explained lo Kirkham the application procedure

| to use on requests for *favors® which he personally hand -

| processed. Somelimes Zeigler destroyed lhe applica-
lions after he had changed a call sign ...or upgraded a
license, ’ —

Two weeks later, the Cincinnalromice of lhe DI re-
ceived word thal Zeigler was accepting $100 paymenls
in return for issuing preferred call signs to four Calum-
bus, Chio licensees who did nol qualify for them. One of
thern was John R. Sheller, KN8Z who had asked that a
good call sign be reserved for him under the upcoming
“1x2* call sign system. He admits loday thal sending the
$100 payment was a stupid thing to do ...especially when

-others got (and kept) their call sign by simply asking for
Vit
i We asked Sheller - an avid DXer and conlesler -
about his side of he slory. He wrote us back a lenglhy
letter. *From the time | became an amaleur radio opera-
lor in 1967, | was aware that many amateurs held call
signs of special significance. ...many amateurs had call
signs with their initials, or certain combinalions such as
CW, YL, ..DX, It was during lhis lime that | set a goal for
myself of gelling one of these more desirable call signs,”
he said. Sheller contacted another amateur who had a
very desirable call sign and learned aboul *..a conlact in
Gellysburg, who could help people with call sign prob-
lems.” Sheller claims ha later found out that this indivi-
dual was — or had been -- an FCC enforcement atlorn-

He called Zeigler at his private phone number who
wanled to know who referred him. After his identification
was established, Sheller was {old to send the appropiiale
$20 fee lo reserve a preferential call sign lo a Gettysburg

post office box. He included an unsalicited $100 bill
along with a nole that said he *..hoped he and his wife
would have a nice dinner with my compliments.” :

After aboul @ month's lime, *l received a lelter from
'Zeigler staling hat he couldn't reserve a call sign for me,
“but had in fact issued me KBRZ, which if | recall correcl-

Iy, was my third or fourth choice. He also advised me not
‘to use KBRZ until January 1977 and thanked me for lhe
generasity that | had enclosed.”

«About a week later (early June 1976) | shared my
apparent coup concerning call signs with some of my
closesl friends [and they] showed an interestin having
call signs reserved as | had done. | wrole a letter e Mr.
Zeigler, thanking him for his fast service and told him that’
| had thrae discreel friends who would like his help.
Wilhin a week he responded thal ‘yes, he would be moe

. than glad to help provided that the same lype of generos-
ity was shown him." Money was now being solicited!

*) immedialely shared Zeigler's letler with my three
friends, who did the same as |, and sent Iheir packages
off to him. The following three months were uneventiul,
except my three friends received thelr call signs, wilh the
same caveal about nof using them until January 1977.%

In March 1977, Zelgler was indicted for accepling
money from the four central Ohio amateurs. He resigned
his FCC position and was prosecuted in lhe 1).5. District
Court for the Middle Distnict of Pennsylvania at Lewis-
burg. On June 6, 1977, Zeigler was cenvicted on bwo ol
the three counts and sent to jail.

The hundreds of amateurs and grganizalions who
made no misrepresentations or paymenls were allowed
1o retain their call signs provided they were othenwise
qualified for them, While they may have exercised poor
judgement, they did nol violale any Commission Rules
and no enforcement aclion would be taken to revoke

continued next page



The Prez Cont'd.

hobby iU's a wonder how anyons could
loose interest . Maybe it is because hel
or she never had the opportunity to!
experience the many many facets we’
can becorne invalved with . Often times
there  are  personality  conflicts  and
individuals become fTrustrated with the
pootr operating practices shown by the
lesser educated hams . On the other
hand  thoze that don’ show up on the,
repeater any more o are not at any
club meetings or evenls realy didn't
fade away after all . They are the truly
Tucky ones who hawve found one of the.
facats of  the hobby that i3 most)
enjoyable  to them, ‘Whether it iz
contesting D¥'ing, working special
event stations |, traffic handleing or
experimenting snd building projects
The dimportant s they are still active
and enjoying the hobbay,

There is no question, amatew  radio
activity n our area appears to be on
the decline . So wabt are your thoughts
about rekindling the interests of those
once active arnateurs | If you're reading
this article and are one of the lucky
ones Lo have found your pich in ham
radio, let us konw what you have been
up to . Drop eround to our meetings
and let us see 'what you 3till Took IlPe

S~
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their ham lickels. The FCC did go alter persons, how-
ever, who intentionally obtained or sought o oblain new '
or upgraded Amaleur licenses wilhout examinalion, |

The FCC took a much harder posilion on ils own !
employees. The Commission ruled ils employees musl . |
avoid even the slighlesl appearance of improprielty.
They were nol permilled lo retain call signs thal were nol
properly assighed and reverled back lo those that were
syslemalically assigned,

The Vanily Call Sign Syslem i

John R, Sheller, Frank Rose and Arthur H, Feller all |
applied in June 1996 under Gate one of the Vanily Call
Sign Syslem for the call signs that Zeigler had once
assigned them: KBRZ, WAR0 and WAART. They were
assigned, bul laler sel aside under an FCC Rule that
permils reversal within a 30 day period of any aclion lak-
en under delegated authority.

Arlhur Feller maintains thal he did indeed leg

Acrosas

1 changed to radio
2 president
3 a disaster
4 chip
7 QTH
. 9 radiator
11 chaplan
12 Ho Ho Ho
13 Bill-Ruas
14 another member
15 WHO
16 past prez
17 editor
18 B keeper
19 antenna
20 brand Y
21 not CW
22 we have 3

T W A Crossword Puzzel

Instead uf a Technical problem we figured a change
would be nice and designed this Crossword for you. FREE
drinks for the member who brings it to the next meeting
with all 100 percent anawers correct.

Down

club
brand K
a contest
old call
a beam
officlal
club
Fleld Day
9 Big club
10 small club
11 old call
12 trustee
13 first F D
14 the P I
15 tests
16 verticle
18 transistor
19 not side bard

SNV E W

ly hold WAART for almosl six years and thal *...the
FCC's aclion in withdrawing my call sign is clearly un-
supporied by current FCC Rules and Regulalions.”
Feller wants to know "Why is lhe current Commission
singling oul former FCC employees for special, unequal, |
and harsh treatment?" and asks for a public apology. |
He also is upset thal the FCC publicly released a copy of |
the lelter nolifying him that WAART was being withdrawn 1
belore he had a chance lo answer it.

Sheller has canceled his requesl under Gale One
and plans lo lry again under Gale Two, He wrole us thal
*In July 1977, | voluntarily turned in KBRZ lo the FCC. It !
was neilher revoked or suspended.” After surrendering
KBRZ, he was assigned WBMZ and it was this call sign
which was laler revoked. *I did nol, and a federal jury
believed thal | did not, bribe anyone to gel the call KBRZ,
| used poor judgement in lrying o reserve a call sign |
was nol entilled lo at the time.”

The foregoing slory was put logether with the aid of
government documentalion covering an ‘Tnquiry inlo
Alleged Improper Issvance of Licenses and Call Signs
in the Amaleur Radio Service "(Dockel 21418, adopted
Ocl. 25, 1979) ...and various lellers provided by and
phone calls wilh bolh Arlhur Feller and John R. Sheller.

"This is no timeto pull

th

By
Ma

the rug out in
e middle of the stream"

a U.5. Representative
ssachusetts,

from

Last year three hunters decided to
spend the night in the Poconos and
stopped at a local hotel. The desk

clerk had only one room left and said
they could have it for § 30.00 so the.
each shelled out $ 10.00,

Later the clerk decided $30.00 was a
bit high for one night and gave the

‘Bell Hop $ 5.00 to return to them.

While going in the elevator the Bell:

Hop couldn't figure how to split the'

.The
‘pocket.
‘27 plus 2 equals 29.

; The H1551ng Buck

|fiver evenly, so he pocketed $2.00 and
-{gave them each a dollar refund.

Here's the problem:

They originally paid 10 dollars each,
equals $30.00.

A refund of one dollar each, so they
only paid $9.00 each or $27.00 total.

Bell Hop put 2 bucks in his

What happened to the extra dollar 7 ?
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